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Dynamic leader recruited to chair Orthopaedic Surgery

From left: Joel S. Schuman, University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine; James G. Fujimoto, Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT); Carmen A. Puliafito, Keck School of Medicine of USC; 
Maria Leonor Beleza, president of the Champalimaud Founda-
tion; Anibal Cavaco Silva, president of Portugal; Eric A. Swanson, 
MIT; and David Huang, Oregon Health & Science University.

Keck School of Medicine of USC Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., has received the 
2012 António Champalimaud Vision Award for the invention and development of optical 

coherence tomography (OCT), imaging technology that has revolutionized the practice of 
ophthalmology by dramatically improving the ability of clinicians to diagnose and treat such 
blinding diseases as macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma.

Puliafito received the award in September in Lisbon, Portugal, during a ceremony at the 
Champalimaud Foundation, one of the world’s largest international scientific institutions. 

He shared the award and half of its 1 million euro ($1.26 million) prize with research team 
members James G. Fujimoto, Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT);  David 
Huang, M.D., Ph.D., Oregon Health & Science University (formerly of the Doheny Eye Institute 

  

1 October 16—With Andrew P. McMahon, Ph.D., 
third from left, at his installation as the inaugural 
holder of the W. M. Keck Provost Professorship of Stem 
Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine are, from 
left, USC President C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D., and his 
wife, Niki Nikias; donors Edythe and Eli Broad; and 
Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, 
M.D., M.B.A. President Nikias and the Broads hosted 
a reception in McMahon’s honor at the Eli and Edythe 
Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine and 
Stem Cell Research at USC.

2  September 24—From left, Dean Puliafito; 
actor Tom Hanks; featured lecturer Stephen Gruber, 
M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., director of the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center; and Women’s Cancer 
Research Fund co-founder Quinn Ezralow paid 
tribute to Nancy Short at the inaugural Nancy Short 
Lecture and luncheon. The wife of actor Martin 
Short, Nancy Short died in August 2010 of breast 
cancer. The event was held at the Bel Air Hotel in Los 
Angeles and hosted by the Entertainment Industry 
Foundation/Women’s Cancer Research Fund.
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Highlighting its commitment to multidisciplinary research 

and regenerative medicine, the Keck School of Medicine 

of USC announces the recruitment of Jay R. Lieberman, 

M.D., as professor and chair of the Department of Orthopaedic 

Surgery.

An internationally recognized expert in total joint replacement  

and researcher with expertise in gene therapy, Lieberman joined 

USC in September 2012. He also is serving as orthopaedist-in-chief 

for Keck Medical Center of USC, director of the USC Institute 

of Orthopaedics, and chief of Orthopaedics at the Los Angeles 

County+USC Medical Center.

Lieberman comes to the Keck School from the University of 

Connecticut Health Center, where he was professor and chair of the 

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and director of the New England 

Musculoskeletal Institute. He is known as a leading authority on total 

joint arthroplasty and the treatment of osteonecrosis of the hip and 

knee. He succeeds Michael J. Patzakis, M.D., who retired after 21 

years as chair of the USC Department of Orthopaedic Surgery.

continued on page 6

dean puliafito honored with international vision award

dean receives prestigious scientific award
Established by the Lisbon-based Champalimaud Foundation in 

2006, the Vision Award is conferred in odd-numbered years for 
practical accomplishments in preventing blindness, particularly in 
developing countries, and in even-numbered years for outstanding 
scientific research in the field of vision science. Recipients are selected 
by a jury of distinguished scientists, including two Nobel laureates, 
and prominent public figures from around the world.

“The António Champalimaud Vision Award is a magnificent 
testament to Dr. Puliafito’s pioneering achievements in medical 
research,” said USC President C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D. 

Members of the OCT team were recognized for a body of work that 
began more than two decades ago when the researchers sought to 
harness the imaging capabilities of OCT and develop it into a practical 
clinical tool. OCT devices work similar to an ultrasound but use 
infrared light waves to measure parts of the eye.

at USC); Joel S. Schuman, M.D., University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine; and Eric A. Swanson, M.S., MIT.

The other half of the prize was shared by researchers led by David 
R. Williams, Ph.D., at the University of Rochester. Williams’ team was 
honored for its development of adaptive optics, an imaging technology 
that enables clinicians to examine retinal microstructures and improve 
vision by correcting minute aberrations of the eye.

“Both discoveries offer non-invasive methods to obtain high-
resolution images of the retina that have drastically changed ophthalmic 
practice and hold great potential to advance both new research and 
clinical care,” the Champalimaud Foundation said.

 Puliafito said, “OCT is a case study in the power of collaboration 
between engineering and medicine in the development of new 
technologies that can dramatically improve patient care.” He is holder 
of the May S. and John Hooval Dean’s Chair in Medicine and professor 
of ophthalmology and health management at the USC Department of 
Ophthalmology. 
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Jay R. Lieberman

A fter a meeting with his doctor in May 2010, Jeff Small, president 

and chief operating officer of DreamWorks Studios, found 

himself distraught and feeling “helpless and alone.” 

He had just been diagnosed with kidney cancer.

At age 36, with a wife and two small daughters, he was told he had 

a large tumor on his left kidney and that the entire kidney would have 

to be removed. And then he met Inderbir S. Gill, M.D., professor and 

chair of the Catherine and Joseph Aresty Department of Urology and 

founding executive director of the USC Institute of Urology. 

“I was still scared, but I was suddenly more confident and not 

helpless and not alone,” Small 

told a crowd of about 250 at 

the Changing Lives, Creating 

Cures fundraiser held Oct. 

6 on the DreamWorks lot at 

Universal Studios.

The event raised more 

than $1 million to support 

urologic cancer and robotics 

research at the USC Institute 

of Urology. 

“My team and I are 

confident and committed that we can rapidly translate tonight’s 

generosity into tomorrow’s cures,” said Gill, “to give our patients  

the priceless gift of time and hope.”

USC President C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D., also addressed the audience. 

“The Keck Medical Center of USC is built on innovation, and one of 

the cornerstones of innovation in our medical enterprise is the USC 

Institute of Urology,” he said. “This vital institute has quickly emerged 

as a leader in diagnosing and treating all urological disorders. And 

I’m equally proud that it has become a groundbreaking pioneer of 

procedures once thought impossible. From developing a bloodless 

approach to removing kidney cancer to outpatient prostate removal, 

it is a place where the extraordinary has become ordinary.”

 Nikias said the innovations have brought the institute national 

acclaim as well as a dramatic increase in patient volume. 

 “We are truly grateful to have so many partners join us in our 

mission to support innovation in the prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment of urologic cancer,” said Keck School of Medicine of USC 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A.. “Your support helps us to serve 

our patients, allowing them to live longer and more robust lives. Make no 

mistake we are working toward a cure.”

Singer, dancer and actor Matthew Morrison, who plays a lead role in 

the television series “Glee,” provided the evening’s entertainment. Also in 

attendance were actors Beau Bridges, William Hurt and Octavia Spencer, 

as well as U.S. Rep. Judy Chu, California State Controller John Chiang and 

California State Assemblymember Michael Eng. 

As he told his personal story, Small mentioned his age at diagnosis, noting 

that the average age of someone who has been diagnosed with kidney 

cancer is 64, not 36. Small is 

a nonsmoker, living a healthy 

lifestyle with no history 

of cancer in his family. 

“Apparently, cancer does not 

discriminate,” he said.

“Two and a half weeks 

after I found myself in 

despair, I went into surgery. 

Five hours later I was out 

and so was my tumor. 

Eighty percent of my left 

kidney remained. Recovery 

was to come, but I would 

eventually receive the news I’d been waiting for:  36 years old, 1.8 kidneys, 

cancer-free and not helpless.”

From left: Jeff Small, president and chief operating officer, DreamWorks 
Studios; Inderbir Gill, executive director, USC Institute of Urology; Oscar-
winning actor William Hurt; Niki Nikias; and USC President C. L. Max 
Nikias.

Stacey Snider, left, co-chairman and CEO  
of DreamWorks Studios, and Oscar-winning 
actress Octavia Spencer.

Singer, dancer and actor Matthew Morrison 
and Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. 
Puliafito, at the gala fundraiser.

dreamWorks event raises $1 million for research 
at usc institute of urology



Patient Care at DePartment of orthoPaeDiCs
Physicians may contact 323-442-5868 to refer patients for orthopaedics care at the Keck Medical Center of USC.  
Patients may call 1-800-USC-CARE to make an appointment.

  

A determination to conquer kidney disease spurred the creation  

of the USC/UKRO Kidney Research Center at the Keck 

School of Medicine of USC. The new center was created with 

the help of a gift pledging $3.5 million from UKRO (University 

Kidney Research Organization), a Los Angeles-based nonprofit 

that supports medical research concerning the causes, improved 

treatments for, and prevention of kidney disease. 

At the announcement, entertainment lawyer and UKRO founder 

Kenneth Kleinberg said he was inspired to raise awareness and 

funds for kidney research after suffering from a kidney ailment in 

1999, leading to a kidney transplant in 2007. “I was told at the time, 

‘We’ve known about [kidney disease] for years, but we don’t know 

what causes it,’” he said. “The only way we can conquer kidney 

disease is through research.”

Singer and songwriter Natalie Cole, who attended USC briefly 

as a student, remembered her time as a kidney transplant patient in 

2009. “This moment [of creating the Kidney Research Center] is 

one that’s most overdue, but welcome.” 

Edward Crandall, M.D., Ph.D., chair of the Department of 

Medicine at the Keck School, said, “With determination and 

perseverence, Ken 

Kleinberg and 

UKRO have really 

driven this initiative 

and helped USC 

make it happen.” The 

center will operate 

as part of the Keck 

School’s division of 

nephrology in the 

Department  

of Medicine. 

“This inauguration is certainly a landmark in the future of the division 

of nephrology and kidney research at the Keck School of Medicine,” said 

Vito Campese, M.D., professor of medicine and chief of the division at the 

Keck School and chair of UKRO’s Medical Scientific Advisory Board. 

Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., 

said, “Millions of people in America suffer from chronic kidney disease, 

but with the establishment of this center, those patients now have an extra 

champion in the fight.”

$3.5 million gift establishes USC/UKRO Kidney Research Center 

L eading a department already nationally renowned for its expertise 
and scope, newly installed Keck School of Medicine of USC 

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery Chair Jay R. Lieberman, M.D., 
said he plans to expand its reach even further with key new recruits, 
advanced research and centers of excellence in joint preservation and 
replacement, sports medicine and spine surgery.

“We are going to create the best multidisciplinary clinical team to 
give the best care possible—and combine it with basic and clinical 
science research to advance the care of patients with musculoskeletal 
disease,” he said. 

To that end, the department is developing a center for joint 
preservation and replacement, which will be staffed by orthopaedic 
surgical experts such as Lieberman and Lawrence D. Dorr, M.D.—
professor of orthopaedic surgery and a new recruit to the department—
as well as Donald B. Longjohn, M.D.; Daniel A. Oakes, M.D.; Rick Hatch, 
M.D.; Reza Omid, M.D; and C. Thomas Vangsness, M.D.

“The center will be unique in that it will include physicians trying 
to preserve joints, as well as those trying to replace them. With that 

combination of expertise, we will be able to provide our patients the best care 
possible,” Lieberman said.

So that physicians can better assess the results of their procedures, 
the department is developing a clinical research and outcomes unit that 
will collect data on patients before and after their surgeries. Although few 
departments nationally incorporate such a unit, the Keck School’s Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery now has two staffers assessing total joint replacement 
outcomes, with the program set to expand in coming months. 

Also under development are multidisciplinary collaborations with researchers 
at the USC Viterbi School of Engineering and the Eli and Edythe Broad Center 
for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research at USC. The research will 
examine the potential for stem cells, growth factors and bioengineered scaffolds 
such as hydrogels to heal bone and cartilage more effectively than current 
treatments.

The department—which has one of the largest orthopaedic surgery training 
programs in the nation, with about 50 medical residents—will also maintain a 
strong focus on education, Lieberman said.

“We will work diligently to provide resident and medical students with the 
very best educational opportunities in order to attract the best talent to USC.” 

New leader emphasizes multidisciplinary excellence

From left: Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito; 
Kenneth Kleinberg, founder of UKRO; singer/song-
writer Natalie Cole; and Vito M. Campese, professor 
and chief of nephrology at the Keck School.

  

  

E xpanding its roster of top-flight surgeons, the Keck School of 
Medicine has recruited Lawrence D. Dorr, M.D., an international 

leader in the field of joint replacement of the hip and knee, as a 
professor of orthopaedic surgery.

Jay R. Lieberman, M.D., professor and chair of the Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery, said Dorr has contributed significantly to 
advances in total joint replacement and described him as a leading 
proponent of robotic surgery. 

“He is an internationally renowned total joint replacement surgeon 
who has dedicated his whole career to optimizing the results of these 
procedures,” he said. 

Dorr’s pioneering research has aided in the design of widely used 
orthopaedic implants, as well as small incisions and the use of 
robotic surgery for total hip replacement.

An international speaker and writer, Dorr has authored a book on 
surgical techniques and numerous journal articles. He is the founding 

editor of the Journal of Arthroplasty, former editor-in-
chief of Techniques in Orthopaedics and a member of 
the editorial boards of several other prominent journals. 
He is the founder and past president of the Knee Society 
and the American Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons 
and the past president of the Hip Society.

Dorr was recruited from the Dorr Arthritis Institute and Good 
Samaritan Hospital. Previously, he was professor and director of the USC 
Center for Arthritis and Joint Implant Surgery. Dorr received his medical 
degree from the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine and 
completed his fellowship training in orthopaedics/arthritis surgery at the 
Hospital for Special Surgery in New York.

Lieberman said that Dorr’s recruitment marks the beginning of an 
expansion of the department’s clinical expertise and capabilities in 
areas including joint replacement, sports medicine and spine surgery. 
Additional recruitments are under way. 

$3.6 million raised and two rebels honored at gala   
Sumner M. Redstone, 

executive chairman 

of Viacom and CBS 

Corporation, and Nobel 

Laureate Murray Gell-

Mann, Ph.D., presidential 

professor of physics and 

medicine at USC, were 

both honored as the first 

“rebels” at the inaugural 

fundraiser held Sept. 19 

at the Four Seasons Los 

Angeles at Beverly Hills. 

Redstone has donated over 

$27 million toward Agus’ 

research and clinic at USC. 

“When I say David is ahead of his time, quite seriously it’s 

because he knows and understands the future of medicine,” said 

Carmen A. Puliafito, 

M.D., M.B.A., dean 

of the Keck School 

of Medicine of USC. 

“The contributions he 

has made, is making 

and will make in cancer 

research and treatment 

are inspirational in their 

own right. But they are 

also inspiring the next 

generation of young 

scientists and clinicians 

to ensure the future 

success of both fundamental and applied research.”

The gala featured special guest performances by Tony Bennett 

and Neil Young.
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Emmy and Golden Globe award-winning comedian 

Tracey Ullman was brought to tears when she recently 

spoke of her husband’s oncologist, noting that the doctor 

approached cancer in an unconventional way, compared to 

other doctors.  

“We are playing a chess game. The cancer makes a move, 

and we make a move, and at the moment we’re a long way 

away from checkmate,” she said of how David B. Agus, 

M.D., director of the USC Westside Cancer Center and the 

USC Center for Applied Molecular Medicine, explained the 

situation to them.  

“David gave us a psychological boost. He always treats 

my husband with respect, and he’s mindful of his pride and 

dignity,” she said tearfully as she emceed the first-ever Rebels 

with a Cause, Visionaries and Revolutionaries Transforming 

Cancer Research  .    

The event raised $3.6 million to support Agus’ lifesaving 

research and clinical care.

Rebels with a Cause was named in honor of actor Dennis 

Hopper, a former Agus patient who appeared in the movie of 

a similar name. Hopper died in May 2010 of prostate cancer. 

“Dennis Hopper was one of my inspirational heroes,” 

said Agus. “Obviously Rebels with a Cause is something we 

truly believe in. Dennis was like the people we are honoring 

tonight, on the frontier fighting against cancer, and in my 

mind, they are all rebels.”  

At the gala are (from left): Sumner M. Redstone, executive chairman of Via-
com and CBS Corporation; singer Tony Bennett; David B. Agus, director of 
the USC Westside Cancer Center and the USC Center for Applied Molecular 
Medicine; and Nobel Laureate Murray Gell-Mann, presidential professor of 
physics and medicine at USC.

Lawrence D. Dorr

Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Neil Young  
performs at the gala.

Actress and comedian Tracey Ullman 
emceed the gala.

Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the Keck School, 

said, “Dr. Lieberman is a distinguished clinician-scientist who has a 

proven track record as a dynamic clinical program builder. Under his 

leadership, the New England Musculoskeletal Institute garnered a 

national reputation for its clinical excellence in orthopaedic surgery.”

Lieberman said he plans to expand the clinical enterprise, 

develop robust basic science and clinical research programs and 

enhance the educational opportunities for orthopaedic residents 

and medical students.

“We intend to be an exceptional academic department that excels 

in clinical care and research and that trains the next generation of 

leaders in orthopaedic surgery. Our goal is to not only provide superb 

clinical care, but also be on the forefront of the development of new 

therapies and procedures that will benefit our patients,” he said.

Among his accomplishments, Lieberman is considered a pioneer in 

the field of musculoskeletal gene therapy to promote bone repair. He 

is currently the principal investigator for a National Institutes of Health-

funded study on the use of regional gene delivery to heal critical-sized  

bone defects.

“Our immediate plan is to continue to enhance our understanding of 

the influence of growth factors on bone repair,” Lieberman said. “This 

knowledge will help us attain our ultimate goal, which is to move regional 

gene therapy from the bench to the clinic.”

A graduate of the Horace Mann School, Cornell University and Albany 

Medical College, Lieberman completed a residency in orthopaedic surgery 

at Albany Medical Center Hospital and a fellowship in hip surgery and total 

joint arthroplasty at the Hospital for Special Surgery in New York City. 

Prior to his appointment at the University of Connecticut, he served as 

professor of orthopaedic surgery and the director of resident education for 

the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the David Geffen School of 

Medicine of the University of California, Los Angeles.

Clinical program builder and researcher recruited

Growing department hires renowned leader  
in hip and knee replacement surgery 

continued from page 1

For more information on the Keck School fundraising 
initiatives and ways to get involved, please call the 
Office of the Senior Associate Dean for Development, 
323-442-1531.



Patient Care at DePartment of orthoPaeDiCs
Physicians may contact 323-442-5868 to refer patients for orthopaedics care at the Keck Medical Center of USC.  
Patients may call 1-800-USC-CARE to make an appointment.

  

A determination to conquer kidney disease spurred the creation  

of the USC/UKRO Kidney Research Center at the Keck 

School of Medicine of USC. The new center was created with 

the help of a gift pledging $3.5 million from UKRO (University 

Kidney Research Organization), a Los Angeles-based nonprofit 

that supports medical research concerning the causes, improved 

treatments for, and prevention of kidney disease. 

At the announcement, entertainment lawyer and UKRO founder 

Kenneth Kleinberg said he was inspired to raise awareness and 

funds for kidney research after suffering from a kidney ailment in 

1999, leading to a kidney transplant in 2007. “I was told at the time, 

‘We’ve known about [kidney disease] for years, but we don’t know 

what causes it,’” he said. “The only way we can conquer kidney 

disease is through research.”

Singer and songwriter Natalie Cole, who attended USC briefly 

as a student, remembered her time as a kidney transplant patient in 

2009. “This moment [of creating the Kidney Research Center] is 

one that’s most overdue, but welcome.” 

Edward Crandall, M.D., Ph.D., chair of the Department of 

Medicine at the Keck School, said, “With determination and 

perseverence, Ken 

Kleinberg and 

UKRO have really 

driven this initiative 

and helped USC 

make it happen.” The 

center will operate 

as part of the Keck 

School’s division of 

nephrology in the 

Department  

of Medicine. 

“This inauguration is certainly a landmark in the future of the division 

of nephrology and kidney research at the Keck School of Medicine,” said 

Vito Campese, M.D., professor of medicine and chief of the division at the 

Keck School and chair of UKRO’s Medical Scientific Advisory Board. 

Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., 

said, “Millions of people in America suffer from chronic kidney disease, 

but with the establishment of this center, those patients now have an extra 

champion in the fight.”

$3.5 million gift establishes USC/UKRO Kidney Research Center 

L eading a department already nationally renowned for its expertise 
and scope, newly installed Keck School of Medicine of USC 

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery Chair Jay R. Lieberman, M.D., 
said he plans to expand its reach even further with key new recruits, 
advanced research and centers of excellence in joint preservation and 
replacement, sports medicine and spine surgery.

“We are going to create the best multidisciplinary clinical team to 
give the best care possible—and combine it with basic and clinical 
science research to advance the care of patients with musculoskeletal 
disease,” he said. 

To that end, the department is developing a center for joint 
preservation and replacement, which will be staffed by orthopaedic 
surgical experts such as Lieberman and Lawrence D. Dorr, M.D.—
professor of orthopaedic surgery and a new recruit to the department—
as well as Donald B. Longjohn, M.D.; Daniel A. Oakes, M.D.; Rick Hatch, 
M.D.; Reza Omid, M.D; and C. Thomas Vangsness, M.D.

“The center will be unique in that it will include physicians trying 
to preserve joints, as well as those trying to replace them. With that 

combination of expertise, we will be able to provide our patients the best care 
possible,” Lieberman said.

So that physicians can better assess the results of their procedures, 
the department is developing a clinical research and outcomes unit that 
will collect data on patients before and after their surgeries. Although few 
departments nationally incorporate such a unit, the Keck School’s Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery now has two staffers assessing total joint replacement 
outcomes, with the program set to expand in coming months. 

Also under development are multidisciplinary collaborations with researchers 
at the USC Viterbi School of Engineering and the Eli and Edythe Broad Center 
for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research at USC. The research will 
examine the potential for stem cells, growth factors and bioengineered scaffolds 
such as hydrogels to heal bone and cartilage more effectively than current 
treatments.

The department—which has one of the largest orthopaedic surgery training 
programs in the nation, with about 50 medical residents—will also maintain a 
strong focus on education, Lieberman said.

“We will work diligently to provide resident and medical students with the 
very best educational opportunities in order to attract the best talent to USC.” 

New leader emphasizes multidisciplinary excellence

From left: Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito; 
Kenneth Kleinberg, founder of UKRO; singer/song-
writer Natalie Cole; and Vito M. Campese, professor 
and chief of nephrology at the Keck School.

  

  

E xpanding its roster of top-flight surgeons, the Keck School of 
Medicine has recruited Lawrence D. Dorr, M.D., an international 

leader in the field of joint replacement of the hip and knee, as a 
professor of orthopaedic surgery.

Jay R. Lieberman, M.D., professor and chair of the Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery, said Dorr has contributed significantly to 
advances in total joint replacement and described him as a leading 
proponent of robotic surgery. 

“He is an internationally renowned total joint replacement surgeon 
who has dedicated his whole career to optimizing the results of these 
procedures,” he said. 

Dorr’s pioneering research has aided in the design of widely used 
orthopaedic implants, as well as small incisions and the use of 
robotic surgery for total hip replacement.

An international speaker and writer, Dorr has authored a book on 
surgical techniques and numerous journal articles. He is the founding 

editor of the Journal of Arthroplasty, former editor-in-
chief of Techniques in Orthopaedics and a member of 
the editorial boards of several other prominent journals. 
He is the founder and past president of the Knee Society 
and the American Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons 
and the past president of the Hip Society.

Dorr was recruited from the Dorr Arthritis Institute and Good 
Samaritan Hospital. Previously, he was professor and director of the USC 
Center for Arthritis and Joint Implant Surgery. Dorr received his medical 
degree from the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine and 
completed his fellowship training in orthopaedics/arthritis surgery at the 
Hospital for Special Surgery in New York.

Lieberman said that Dorr’s recruitment marks the beginning of an 
expansion of the department’s clinical expertise and capabilities in 
areas including joint replacement, sports medicine and spine surgery. 
Additional recruitments are under way. 
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executive chairman 
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Corporation, and Nobel 

Laureate Murray Gell-

Mann, Ph.D., presidential 

professor of physics and 
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both honored as the first 

“rebels” at the inaugural 

fundraiser held Sept. 19 

at the Four Seasons Los 

Angeles at Beverly Hills. 

Redstone has donated over 

$27 million toward Agus’ 
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“When I say David is ahead of his time, quite seriously it’s 

because he knows and understands the future of medicine,” said 

Carmen A. Puliafito, 

M.D., M.B.A., dean 

of the Keck School 

of Medicine of USC. 

“The contributions he 

has made, is making 

and will make in cancer 

research and treatment 

are inspirational in their 

own right. But they are 

also inspiring the next 
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to ensure the future 

success of both fundamental and applied research.”

The gala featured special guest performances by Tony Bennett 

and Neil Young.
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spoke of her husband’s oncologist, noting that the doctor 
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Medicine; and Nobel Laureate Murray Gell-Mann, presidential professor of 
physics and medicine at USC.

Lawrence D. Dorr

Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Neil Young  
performs at the gala.

Actress and comedian Tracey Ullman 
emceed the gala.

Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the Keck School, 

said, “Dr. Lieberman is a distinguished clinician-scientist who has a 

proven track record as a dynamic clinical program builder. Under his 

leadership, the New England Musculoskeletal Institute garnered a 

national reputation for its clinical excellence in orthopaedic surgery.”

Lieberman said he plans to expand the clinical enterprise, 

develop robust basic science and clinical research programs and 

enhance the educational opportunities for orthopaedic residents 

and medical students.

“We intend to be an exceptional academic department that excels 

in clinical care and research and that trains the next generation of 

leaders in orthopaedic surgery. Our goal is to not only provide superb 

clinical care, but also be on the forefront of the development of new 

therapies and procedures that will benefit our patients,” he said.

Among his accomplishments, Lieberman is considered a pioneer in 

the field of musculoskeletal gene therapy to promote bone repair. He 

is currently the principal investigator for a National Institutes of Health-

funded study on the use of regional gene delivery to heal critical-sized  

bone defects.

“Our immediate plan is to continue to enhance our understanding of 

the influence of growth factors on bone repair,” Lieberman said. “This 

knowledge will help us attain our ultimate goal, which is to move regional 

gene therapy from the bench to the clinic.”

A graduate of the Horace Mann School, Cornell University and Albany 

Medical College, Lieberman completed a residency in orthopaedic surgery 

at Albany Medical Center Hospital and a fellowship in hip surgery and total 

joint arthroplasty at the Hospital for Special Surgery in New York City. 

Prior to his appointment at the University of Connecticut, he served as 

professor of orthopaedic surgery and the director of resident education for 

the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the David Geffen School of 

Medicine of the University of California, Los Angeles.

Clinical program builder and researcher recruited

Growing department hires renowned leader  
in hip and knee replacement surgery 
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Patient Care at DePartment of orthoPaeDiCs
Physicians may contact 323-442-5868 to refer patients for orthopaedics care at the Keck Medical Center of USC.  
Patients may call 1-800-USC-CARE to make an appointment.

  

A determination to conquer kidney disease spurred the creation  

of the USC/UKRO Kidney Research Center at the Keck 

School of Medicine of USC. The new center was created with 

the help of a gift pledging $3.5 million from UKRO (University 

Kidney Research Organization), a Los Angeles-based nonprofit 

that supports medical research concerning the causes, improved 

treatments for, and prevention of kidney disease. 

At the announcement, entertainment lawyer and UKRO founder 

Kenneth Kleinberg said he was inspired to raise awareness and 

funds for kidney research after suffering from a kidney ailment in 

1999, leading to a kidney transplant in 2007. “I was told at the time, 

‘We’ve known about [kidney disease] for years, but we don’t know 

what causes it,’” he said. “The only way we can conquer kidney 

disease is through research.”

Singer and songwriter Natalie Cole, who attended USC briefly 

as a student, remembered her time as a kidney transplant patient in 

2009. “This moment [of creating the Kidney Research Center] is 

one that’s most overdue, but welcome.” 

Edward Crandall, M.D., Ph.D., chair of the Department of 

Medicine at the Keck School, said, “With determination and 

perseverence, Ken 

Kleinberg and 

UKRO have really 

driven this initiative 

and helped USC 

make it happen.” The 

center will operate 

as part of the Keck 

School’s division of 

nephrology in the 

Department  

of Medicine. 

“This inauguration is certainly a landmark in the future of the division 

of nephrology and kidney research at the Keck School of Medicine,” said 

Vito Campese, M.D., professor of medicine and chief of the division at the 

Keck School and chair of UKRO’s Medical Scientific Advisory Board. 

Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., 

said, “Millions of people in America suffer from chronic kidney disease, 

but with the establishment of this center, those patients now have an extra 

champion in the fight.”

$3.5 million gift establishes USC/UKRO Kidney Research Center 

L eading a department already nationally renowned for its expertise 
and scope, newly installed Keck School of Medicine of USC 

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery Chair Jay R. Lieberman, M.D., 
said he plans to expand its reach even further with key new recruits, 
advanced research and centers of excellence in joint preservation and 
replacement, sports medicine and spine surgery.

“We are going to create the best multidisciplinary clinical team to 
give the best care possible—and combine it with basic and clinical 
science research to advance the care of patients with musculoskeletal 
disease,” he said. 

To that end, the department is developing a center for joint 
preservation and replacement, which will be staffed by orthopaedic 
surgical experts such as Lieberman and Lawrence D. Dorr, M.D.—
professor of orthopaedic surgery and a new recruit to the department—
as well as Donald B. Longjohn, M.D.; Daniel A. Oakes, M.D.; Rick Hatch, 
M.D.; Reza Omid, M.D; and C. Thomas Vangsness, M.D.

“The center will be unique in that it will include physicians trying 
to preserve joints, as well as those trying to replace them. With that 

combination of expertise, we will be able to provide our patients the best care 
possible,” Lieberman said.

So that physicians can better assess the results of their procedures, 
the department is developing a clinical research and outcomes unit that 
will collect data on patients before and after their surgeries. Although few 
departments nationally incorporate such a unit, the Keck School’s Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery now has two staffers assessing total joint replacement 
outcomes, with the program set to expand in coming months. 

Also under development are multidisciplinary collaborations with researchers 
at the USC Viterbi School of Engineering and the Eli and Edythe Broad Center 
for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research at USC. The research will 
examine the potential for stem cells, growth factors and bioengineered scaffolds 
such as hydrogels to heal bone and cartilage more effectively than current 
treatments.

The department—which has one of the largest orthopaedic surgery training 
programs in the nation, with about 50 medical residents—will also maintain a 
strong focus on education, Lieberman said.

“We will work diligently to provide resident and medical students with the 
very best educational opportunities in order to attract the best talent to USC.” 

New leader emphasizes multidisciplinary excellence

From left: Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito; 
Kenneth Kleinberg, founder of UKRO; singer/song-
writer Natalie Cole; and Vito M. Campese, professor 
and chief of nephrology at the Keck School.

  

  

E xpanding its roster of top-flight surgeons, the Keck School of 
Medicine has recruited Lawrence D. Dorr, M.D., an international 

leader in the field of joint replacement of the hip and knee, as a 
professor of orthopaedic surgery.

Jay R. Lieberman, M.D., professor and chair of the Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery, said Dorr has contributed significantly to 
advances in total joint replacement and described him as a leading 
proponent of robotic surgery. 

“He is an internationally renowned total joint replacement surgeon 
who has dedicated his whole career to optimizing the results of these 
procedures,” he said. 

Dorr’s pioneering research has aided in the design of widely used 
orthopaedic implants, as well as small incisions and the use of 
robotic surgery for total hip replacement.

An international speaker and writer, Dorr has authored a book on 
surgical techniques and numerous journal articles. He is the founding 

editor of the Journal of Arthroplasty, former editor-in-
chief of Techniques in Orthopaedics and a member of 
the editorial boards of several other prominent journals. 
He is the founder and past president of the Knee Society 
and the American Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons 
and the past president of the Hip Society.

Dorr was recruited from the Dorr Arthritis Institute and Good 
Samaritan Hospital. Previously, he was professor and director of the USC 
Center for Arthritis and Joint Implant Surgery. Dorr received his medical 
degree from the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine and 
completed his fellowship training in orthopaedics/arthritis surgery at the 
Hospital for Special Surgery in New York.

Lieberman said that Dorr’s recruitment marks the beginning of an 
expansion of the department’s clinical expertise and capabilities in 
areas including joint replacement, sports medicine and spine surgery. 
Additional recruitments are under way. 

$3.6 million raised and two rebels honored at gala   
Sumner M. Redstone, 

executive chairman 

of Viacom and CBS 

Corporation, and Nobel 

Laureate Murray Gell-

Mann, Ph.D., presidential 

professor of physics and 

medicine at USC, were 

both honored as the first 

“rebels” at the inaugural 

fundraiser held Sept. 19 

at the Four Seasons Los 

Angeles at Beverly Hills. 

Redstone has donated over 

$27 million toward Agus’ 

research and clinic at USC. 

“When I say David is ahead of his time, quite seriously it’s 

because he knows and understands the future of medicine,” said 

Carmen A. Puliafito, 

M.D., M.B.A., dean 

of the Keck School 

of Medicine of USC. 

“The contributions he 

has made, is making 

and will make in cancer 

research and treatment 

are inspirational in their 

own right. But they are 

also inspiring the next 

generation of young 

scientists and clinicians 

to ensure the future 

success of both fundamental and applied research.”

The gala featured special guest performances by Tony Bennett 

and Neil Young.
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Emmy and Golden Globe award-winning comedian 

Tracey Ullman was brought to tears when she recently 

spoke of her husband’s oncologist, noting that the doctor 

approached cancer in an unconventional way, compared to 

other doctors.  

“We are playing a chess game. The cancer makes a move, 

and we make a move, and at the moment we’re a long way 

away from checkmate,” she said of how David B. Agus, 

M.D., director of the USC Westside Cancer Center and the 

USC Center for Applied Molecular Medicine, explained the 

situation to them.  

“David gave us a psychological boost. He always treats 

my husband with respect, and he’s mindful of his pride and 

dignity,” she said tearfully as she emceed the first-ever Rebels 

with a Cause, Visionaries and Revolutionaries Transforming 

Cancer Research gala.    

The event raised $3.6 million to support Agus’ lifesaving 

research and clinical care.

Rebels with a Cause was named in honor of actor Dennis 

Hopper, a former Agus patient who appeared in the movie of 

a similar name. Hopper died in May 2010 of prostate cancer. 

“Dennis Hopper was one of my inspirational heroes,” 

said Agus. “Obviously Rebels with a Cause is something we 

truly believe in. Dennis was like the people we are honoring 

tonight, on the frontier fighting against cancer, and in my 

mind, they are all rebels.”  

At the gala are (from left): Sumner M. Redstone, executive chairman of Via-
com and CBS Corporation; singer Tony Bennett; David B. Agus, director of 
the USC Westside Cancer Center and the USC Center for Applied Molecular 
Medicine; and Nobel Laureate Murray Gell-Mann, presidential professor of 
physics and medicine at USC.

Lawrence D. Dorr

Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Neil Young  
performs at the gala.

Actress and comedian Tracey Ullman 
emceed the gala.

Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the Keck School, 

said, “Dr. Lieberman is a distinguished clinician-scientist who has a 

proven track record as a dynamic clinical program builder. Under his 

leadership, the New England Musculoskeletal Institute garnered a 

national reputation for its clinical excellence in orthopaedic surgery.”

Lieberman said he plans to expand the clinical enterprise, 

develop robust basic science and clinical research programs and 

enhance the educational opportunities for orthopaedic residents 

and medical students.

“We intend to be an exceptional academic department that excels 

in clinical care and research and that trains the next generation of 

leaders in orthopaedic surgery. Our goal is to not only provide superb 

clinical care, but also be on the forefront of the development of new 

therapies and procedures that will benefit our patients,” he said.

Among his accomplishments, Lieberman is considered a pioneer in 

the field of musculoskeletal gene therapy to promote bone repair. He 

is currently the principal investigator for a National Institutes of Health-

funded study on the use of regional gene delivery to heal critical-sized  

bone defects.

“Our immediate plan is to continue to enhance our understanding of 

the influence of growth factors on bone repair,” Lieberman said. “This 

knowledge will help us attain our ultimate goal, which is to move regional 

gene therapy from the bench to the clinic.”

A graduate of the Horace Mann School, Cornell University and Albany 

Medical College, Lieberman completed a residency in orthopaedic surgery 

at Albany Medical Center Hospital and a fellowship in hip surgery and total 

joint arthroplasty at the Hospital for Special Surgery in New York City. 

Prior to his appointment at the University of Connecticut, he served as 

professor of orthopaedic surgery and the director of resident education for 

the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the David Geffen School of 

Medicine of the University of California, Los Angeles.

Clinical program builder and researcher recruited

Growing department hires renowned leader  
in hip and knee replacement surgery 
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Dynamic leader recruited to chair Orthopaedic Surgery

From left: Joel S. Schuman, University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine; James G. Fujimoto, Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT); Carmen A. Puliafito, Keck School of Medicine of USC; 
Maria Leonor Beleza, president of the Champalimaud Founda-
tion; Anibal Cavaco Silva, president of Portugal; Eric A. Swanson, 
MIT; and David Huang, Oregon Health & Science University.

Keck School of Medicine of USC Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A., has received the 
2012 António Champalimaud Vision Award for the invention and development of optical 

coherence tomography (OCT), imaging technology that has revolutionized the practice of 
ophthalmology by dramatically improving the ability of clinicians to diagnose and treat such 
blinding diseases as macular degeneration, diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma.

Puliafito received the award in September in Lisbon, Portugal, during a ceremony at the 
Champalimaud Foundation, one of the world’s largest international scientific institutions. 

He shared the award and half of its 1 million euro ($1.26 million) prize with research team 
members James G. Fujimoto, Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT);  David 
Huang, M.D., Ph.D., Oregon Health & Science University (formerly of the Doheny Eye Institute 

  

1 October 16—With Andrew P. McMahon, Ph.D., 
third from left, at his installation as the inaugural 
holder of the W. M. Keck Provost Professorship of Stem 
Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine are, from 
left, USC President C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D., and his 
wife, Niki Nikias; donors Edythe and Eli Broad; and 
Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, 
M.D., M.B.A. President Nikias and the Broads hosted 
a reception in McMahon’s honor at the Eli and Edythe 
Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine and 
Stem Cell Research at USC.

2  September 24—From left, Dean Puliafito; 
actor Tom Hanks; featured lecturer Stephen Gruber, 
M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H., director of the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center; and Women’s Cancer 
Research Fund co-founder Quinn Ezralow paid 
tribute to Nancy Short at the inaugural Nancy Short 
Lecture and luncheon. The wife of actor Martin 
Short, Nancy Short died in August 2010 of breast 
cancer. The event was held at the Bel Air Hotel in Los 
Angeles and hosted by the Entertainment Industry 
Foundation/Women’s Cancer Research Fund.
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Highlighting its commitment to multidisciplinary 

research and regenerative medicine, the Keck School 

of Medicine of USC announces the recruitment of Jay 

R. Lieberman, M.D., as professor and chair of the Department of 

Orthopaedic Surgery.

An internationally recognized expert in total joint replacement  

and researcher with expertise in gene therapy, Lieberman joined 

USC in September 2012. He also is serving as orthopaedist-in-chief 

for Keck Medical Center of USC, director of the USC Institute 

of Orthopaedics, and chief of Orthopaedics at the Los Angeles 

County+USC Medical Center.

Lieberman comes to the Keck School from the University of 

Connecticut Health Center, where he was professor and chair 

of the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and director of 

the New England Musculoskeletal Institute. He is known as a 

leading authority on total joint arthroplasty and the treatment of 

osteonecrosis of the hip and knee.

continued on page 6

dean puliafito honored with international vision award

Dean receives prestigious scientific award

Established by the Lisbon-based Champalimaud Foundation in 
2006, the Vision Award is conferred in odd-numbered years for 
practical accomplishments in preventing blindness, particularly in 
developing countries, and in even-numbered years for outstanding 
scientific research in the field of vision science. Recipients are selected 
by a jury of distinguished scientists, including two Nobel laureates, 
and prominent public figures from around the world.

“The António Champalimaud Vision Award is a magnificent 
testament to Dr. Puliafito’s pioneering achievements in medical 
research,” said USC President C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D. 

Members of the OCT team were recognized for a body of work that 
began more than two decades ago when the researchers sought to 
harness the imaging capabilities of OCT and develop it into a practical 
clinical tool. OCT devices work similar to an ultrasound but use 
infrared light waves to measure parts of the eye.

at USC); Joel S. Schuman, M.D., University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine; and Eric A. Swanson, M.S., MIT.

The other half of the prize was shared by researchers led by David 
R. Williams, Ph.D., at the University of Rochester. Williams’ team was 
honored for its development of adaptive optics, an imaging technology 
that enables clinicians to examine retinal microstructures and improve 
vision by correcting minute aberrations of the eye.

“Both discoveries offer non-invasive methods to obtain high-
resolution images of the retina that have drastically changed ophthalmic 
practice and hold great potential to advance both new research and 
clinical care,” the Champalimaud Foundation said.

 Puliafito said, “OCT is a case study in the power of collaboration 
between engineering and medicine in the development of new 
technologies that can dramatically improve patient care.” He is holder 
of the May S. and John Hooval Dean’s Chair in Medicine and professor 
of ophthalmology and health management at the USC Department of 
Ophthalmology. 
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A fter a meeting with his doctor in May 2010, Jeff Small, president 

and chief operating officer of DreamWorks Studios, found 

himself distraught and feeling “helpless and alone.” 

He had just been diagnosed with kidney cancer.

At age 36, with a wife and two small daughters, he was told he had 

a large tumor on his left kidney and that the entire kidney would have 

to be removed. And then he met Inderbir S. Gill, M.D., professor and 

chair of the Catherine and Joseph Aresty Department of Urology and 

founding executive director of the USC Institute of Urology. 

“I was still scared, but I was suddenly more confident and not 

helpless and not alone,” Small 

told a crowd of about 250 at 

the Changing Lives, Creating 

Cures fundraiser held Oct. 

6 on the DreamWorks lot at 

Universal Studios.

The event raised more 

than $1 million to support 

urologic cancer and robotics 

research at the USC Institute 

of Urology. 

“My team and I are 

confident and committed that we can rapidly translate tonight’s 

generosity into tomorrow’s cures,” said Gill, “to give our patients  

the priceless gift of time and hope.”

USC President C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D., also addressed the audience. 

“The Keck Medical Center of USC is built on innovation, and one of 

the cornerstones of innovation in our medical enterprise is the USC 

Institute of Urology,” he said. “This vital institute has quickly emerged 

as a leader in diagnosing and treating all urological disorders. And 

I’m equally proud that it has become a groundbreaking pioneer of 

procedures once thought impossible. From developing a bloodless 

approach to removing kidney cancer to outpatient prostate removal, 

it is a place where the extraordinary has become ordinary.”

 Nikias said the innovations have brought the institute national 

acclaim as well as a dramatic increase in patient volume. 

 “We are truly grateful to have so many partners join us in our 

mission to support innovation in the prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment of urologic cancer,” said Keck School of Medicine of USC 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A.. “Your support helps us to serve 

our patients, allowing them to live longer and more robust lives. Make no 

mistake we are working toward a cure.”

Singer, dancer and actor Matthew Morrison, who plays a lead role in 

the television series “Glee,” provided the evening’s entertainment. Also in 

attendance were actors Beau Bridges, William Hurt and Octavia Spencer, 

as well as U.S. Rep. Judy Chu, California State Controller John Chiang and 

California State Assemblymember Michael Eng. 

As he told his personal story, Small mentioned his age at diagnosis, noting 

that the average age of someone who has been diagnosed with kidney 

cancer is 64, not 36. Small is 

a nonsmoker, living a healthy 

lifestyle with no history 

of cancer in his family. 

“Apparently, cancer does not 

discriminate,” he said.

“Two and a half weeks 

after I found myself in 

despair, I went into surgery. 

Five hours later I was out 

and so was my tumor. 

Eighty percent of my left 

kidney remained. Recovery 

was to come, but I would 

eventually receive the news I’d been waiting for:  36 years old, 1.8 kidneys, 

cancer-free and not helpless.”

From left: Jeff Small, president and chief operating officer, DreamWorks 
Studios; Inderbir Gill, executive director, USC Institute of Urology; Oscar-
winning actor William Hurt; Niki Nikias; and USC President C. L. Max 
Nikias.

Stacey Snider, left, co-chairman and CEO  
of DreamWorks Studios, and Oscar-winning 
actress Octavia Spencer.

Singer, dancer and actor Matthew Morrison 
and Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. 
Puliafito, at the gala fundraiser.

dreamWorks event raises $1 million for research 
at usc institute of urology
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Highlighting its commitment to multidisciplinary 

research and regenerative medicine, the Keck School 

of Medicine of USC announces the recruitment of Jay 

R. Lieberman, M.D., as professor and chair of the Department of 

Orthopaedic Surgery.

An internationally recognized expert in total joint replacement  

and researcher with expertise in gene therapy, Lieberman joined 

USC in September 2012. He also is serving as orthopaedist-in-chief 

for Keck Medical Center of USC, director of the USC Institute 

of Orthopaedics, and chief of Orthopaedics at the Los Angeles 

County+USC Medical Center.

Lieberman comes to the Keck School from the University of 

Connecticut Health Center, where he was professor and chair 

of the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and director of 

the New England Musculoskeletal Institute. He is known as a 

leading authority on total joint arthroplasty and the treatment of 

osteonecrosis of the hip and knee.
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A fter a meeting with his doctor in May 2010, Jeff Small, president 

and chief operating officer of DreamWorks Studios, found 

himself distraught and feeling “helpless and alone.” 

He had just been diagnosed with kidney cancer.

At age 36, with a wife and two small daughters, he was told he had 

a large tumor on his left kidney and that the entire kidney would have 

to be removed. And then he met Inderbir S. Gill, M.D., professor and 

chair of the Catherine and Joseph Aresty Department of Urology and 

founding executive director of the USC Institute of Urology. 

“I was still scared, but I was suddenly more confident and not 

helpless and not alone,” Small 

told a crowd of about 250 at 

the Changing Lives, Creating 

Cures fundraiser held Oct. 

6 on the DreamWorks lot at 

Universal Studios.

The event raised more 

than $1 million to support 

urologic cancer and robotics 

research at the USC Institute 

of Urology. 

“My team and I are 

confident and committed that we can rapidly translate tonight’s 

generosity into tomorrow’s cures,” said Gill, “to give our patients  

the priceless gift of time and hope.”

USC President C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D., also addressed the audience. 

“The Keck Medical Center of USC is built on innovation, and one of 

the cornerstones of innovation in our medical enterprise is the USC 

Institute of Urology,” he said. “This vital institute has quickly emerged 

as a leader in diagnosing and treating all urological disorders. And 

I’m equally proud that it has become a groundbreaking pioneer of 

procedures once thought impossible. From developing a bloodless 

approach to removing kidney cancer to outpatient prostate removal, 

it is a place where the extraordinary has become ordinary.”

 Nikias said the innovations have brought the institute national 

acclaim as well as a dramatic increase in patient volume. 

 “We are truly grateful to have so many partners join us in our 

mission to support innovation in the prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment of urologic cancer,” said Keck School of Medicine of USC 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A.. “Your support helps us to serve 

our patients, allowing them to live longer and more robust lives. Make no 

mistake we are working toward a cure.”

Singer, dancer and actor Matthew Morrison, who plays a lead role in 

the television series “Glee,” provided the evening’s entertainment. Also in 

attendance were actors Beau Bridges, William Hurt and Octavia Spencer, 

as well as U.S. Rep. Judy Chu, California State Controller John Chiang and 

California State Assemblymember Michael Eng. 

As he told his personal story, Small mentioned his age at diagnosis, noting 

that the average age of someone who has been diagnosed with kidney 

cancer is 64, not 36. Small is 

a nonsmoker, living a healthy 

lifestyle with no history 

of cancer in his family. 

“Apparently, cancer does not 

discriminate,” he said.

“Two and a half weeks 

after I found myself in 

despair, I went into surgery. 

Five hours later I was out 

and so was my tumor. 

Eighty percent of my left 

kidney remained. Recovery 

was to come, but I would 

eventually receive the news I’d been waiting for:  36 years old, 1.8 kidneys, 

cancer-free and not helpless.”

From left: Jeff Small, president and chief operating officer, DreamWorks 
Studios; Inderbir Gill, executive director, USC Institute of Urology; Oscar-
winning actor William Hurt; Niki Nikias; and USC President C. L. Max 
Nikias.

Stacey Snider, left, co-chairman and CEO  
of DreamWorks Studios, and Oscar-winning 
actress Octavia Spencer.

Singer, dancer and actor Matthew Morrison 
and Keck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. 
Puliafito, at the gala fundraiser.

dreamWorks event raises $1 million for research 
at usc institute of urology


