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Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito and California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger at the opening of the Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM Center 
for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research at USC on Oct. 29.

KecK/usc
dean’s RepoRt

issue no. 13, december 2010

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger joined USC 

administrators, trustees, elected public officials and 

over 150 invited guests in the much-anticipated 

dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Eli and Edythe 

Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell 

Research at USC held Oct. 29. 

 “We are all gathering this morning to celebrate the stem cell 

research center here at USC,” said Schwarzenegger. “Behind me 

we see this beautiful building with great architecture, but this is 

much more than just bricks and mortar. This is an institute of 

hope—hope for millions of people who suffer from Alzheimer’s, 

from cancer, from AIDS, from Parkinson’s disease and many 

other diseases. Here, 18 of the finest scientists in the world 
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New Building Incorporates  
       Key Green Technologies

Cutting-edge research needs a home that’s on the 

cutting-edge of innovation. Standing five stories high, 

the sleek black granite and glass Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM 

Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research at 

USC combines aesthetics and function in a way that pushes 

the boundaries of design, as well as science. 

A certified “green” building, the 87,500-square-foot center 

has glass facades running the full length of the building. It is 

designed to house research teams in flexible, open lab spaces 

that are bathed in natural light.

The center is the first building on the USC Health Sci-

ences Campus to receive a silver Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED) designation based on the 

structure’s unique eco-friendly features. A double-glazed “cur-

tain wall” on the east side of the building allows ventilation 

in the cavity, reducing heat gain in warmer temperatures and 

creating an insulating barrier when it is cool. The west-facing 

wall uses a special low-iron glass and is fitted with translucent 

glass fins that block sun glare while still maintaining views to 

an adjacent courtyard.

The glazing system maximizes natural light in both the 

office and laboratory environments, while controlling glare 

and heat gain and dramatically reducing electrical demand. 

The building also utilizes an innovative chilled beam HVAC 

system, which will use water instead of air to cool the space, 

reducing energy consumption by more than 30 percent and 

improving the air quality and occupant comfort within labo-

ratory and office areas. 

“The project team consisting of ZGF Architects and 

Morley Construction was given a challenge to design and 

build a state-of-the-art research facility,” said William Marsh, 

building project manager for USC Capital Construction 

Development. “The result is a building that is stunning and 

incorporates innovative energy-efficient design.”

The building design is also intended to help stimulate syn-

ergy between research disciplines and shared work and social 

spaces, said Ted Hyman, FAIA, partner at Los Angeles-based 

ZGF Architects LLP. The lab space design includes a flexible 

modular furniture system and moveable wall partitions. This 

“neighborhood” lab concept allows easy interaction between labs, 

while creating more intimate groupings within the open lab plan, 

Hyman said.

“The scientific community at the stem cell center will be per-

forming highly collaborative research; therefore it is imperative 

that the design approach maximize both the functional flexibility 

and the collaborative environment,” he said.

The Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine  
and Stem Cell Research at USC boasts eco-friendly features such as copious 
natural lighting and special insulation systems.

continued on page 3

“ This is an institute of hope—
hope for millions of people 
who suffer from Alzheimer’s, 
from cancer, from AIDS, from 
Parkinson’s disease and many 
other diseases.”

GoV. ArnolD SchWArzeneGGer

along with their research teams will expand the frontiers of science 

and medicine in pursuit of life saving cures.”

USC President C. L. Max Nikias and Keck School of Medicine of 

USC Dean Carmen A. Puliafito hosted the dedication ceremony. 

Puliafito introduced the governor by recognizing his great courage 

in supporting the Stem Cell Research and Cures Initiative known as 
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Proposition 71. “In the fall of 2004, the future of stem cell re-

search in this country was in great peril. It took great courage for 

the newly elected governor of California to oppose the policy of 

his party and his President by supporting the Stem Cell Research 

and Cures Initiative. Our governor supported the preservation of 

human life and the reversal of disability by supporting the prom-

ise of stem cell research.”

Nikias characterized the day as “one of the most momentous 

days in the history of our Health Sciences Campus and our Keck 

School of Medicine.” He said,  “This new center carries out our 

promise to society. In the future historians will search for the 

Edward Roski, chair, USC 

Board of Trustees; and USC 

Trustees Malcolm Currie, 

David Lee, Al Mann, Har-

lyne Norris and Lorna Reed. 

The stem cell center is the 

first building on the USC 

Health Sciences Campus to 

receive a silver Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental 

Design (LEED) designa-

tion based on the structure’s 

unique eco-friendly features. 

It incorporates an ultra-clear 

glass and black granite façade. 

The building is a cor-

nerstone in the biomedical 

research corridor on USC’s 

Health Sciences Campus that includes the Zilkha Neurogentic 

Institute, the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center and 

Hospital, and USC University Hospital. 

“You will see today that our new building is not only a first-

class research facility, but also a stunning architectural state-

ment,” said Martin Pera, founding director of the Eli and Edythe 
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outwardly, the five-story, 87,500-square-foot eli and edythe 

Broad cIrM center for regenerative Medicine and Stem 

cell research at USc is a striking, architectural eye-catcher. 

From an interior perspective, facilitating collaboration drove the 

design, with an eye 

toward catching the 

immensely promising 

potential of stem cell 

research. 

 “I just like the 

whole building,” said 

a sincerely pleased 

Martin Pera, profes-

sor and founding 

director of the eli and 

edythe Broad center 

for regenerative Medi-

cine and Stem cell 

research at USc. 

Pera, who observed 

firsthand the build-

ing’s transformation 

from rendering to 

reality, is a fan of both its form and function. “With its black 

granite and glass, the building is very distinctive and modern 

looking,” he said. “In terms of layout, it’s extremely well-suited to 

the functions of our scientists. I think it will be a fantastic work 

environment.” 

The $80 million building—which was funded through a $30 

million gift from the eli and edythe Broad Foundation coupled 

with a $27 million grant awarded by the california Institute 

for regenerative Medicine (cIrM) and other monies donated 

through private philanthropy—dedicates interior real estate 

specifically for stem cell research must-haves, including four 

core laboratories, as well as rooms set aside for cell culture 

and microscopy.

With synergistic benefits in mind, the building’s floor plan is 

open and airy. “There’s a lot of interaction space on every floor, 

and even out on balconies. The whole second floor is set aside 

for core labs and collaborative work to support researchers 

throughout Keck,” said Pera. “It’s also available to researchers 

university-wide who want to learn stem cell technologies.”  

leveraging those technologies are top researchers who 

currently number 10—a total that won’t stay static. “over the 

next couple of years,” said Pera, “we’ll be adding another half-

dozen investigators. We’re particularly looking for translational 

researchers who can work in the areas of clinical strength here 

at Keck.”

Those strengths—which have earned USc faculty members 

more than $86 million in cIrM funding—are many and already 

have resulted in a wealth of weighty discoveries published in 

prestigious journals, including Cancer Research, Cell, Cell Stem 

Cell, Developmental Cell, Nature, Nature Biotechnology, and 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Pera is enthusiastic about what the future holds for stem 

cell research at USc. “I’m excited about how our program has 

grown and the successes individual investigators are having in 

their research. I think USc is in a great position to make some 

leading contributions as we go forward.”

turning point in the age of medicine and biology. And when they 

do, they will look to this place, they will look to this time, they 

will look to this CIRM (California Institute for Regenerative 

Medicine) center and they will look to Eli and Edythe Broad. 

And they will see that what we have done together has changed 

not only this university, but also the world.”

Eli and Edythe Broad, the building’s namesakes and primary 

donors, gave $30 million toward its development, which stands as 

one of the largest gifts given to the Keck School of Medicine of 

USC in recent years. 

“There’s no question that stem cell research has the potential 

to revolutionize medicine,” said Eli Broad. “I truly believe that 

biotechnology is one of the areas that are the economic future of 

this city and this state. We want to be a magnet for biotech talent 

and business so we all have high expectations for this new center 

for stem cell research and regenerative medicine here at USC.”

Construction of the $80 million, five-story, 87,500-square 

foot, “green”-certified building located at 1425 N. San Pablo Ave. 

started almost exactly two years ago. The building will house an 

estimated 200 researchers. 

Originally conceived in 2005, the project is the product of a 

public-private partnership between the Keck School, The Eli and 

Edythe Broad Foundation, and California’s voter-created Califor-

nia Institute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM). 

“The definition of  ‘possible’ has changed,” said Robert Klein, 

CIRM chairman, Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee, 

and author of the California ballot initiative that launched CIRM 

in 2004. “The stem cell revolution has begun. Let us recognize, 

celebrate and thank the great scientists and post-docs and grad 

students who are the real heroes in this fundamental struggle 

against history’s plight of mankind with chronic disease,” he said.

An estimated 200 persons gathered for the outdoor ceremonies, 

including several dozen scientists, post-docs and grad students 

who will work inside the new facility. The ribbon-cutting was 

followed by a tour of the building’s research labs and a luncheon 

for invited guests. 

Other notables in attendance included: U.S. Congresswoman 

Lucille Roybal-Allard; California State Sen. Art Torres (ret.); 

Broad Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research 

at USC. “As we work together, Los Angeles can be truly a world-

class center for regenerative medicine.”

Architects for the project are ZGF Architects. The builder is 

Morley Construction Company. 

new center spurs collaboration,  
      discoveries and expansion

Philanthropists Eli and Edythe Broad established The Broad Foundations 
to advance entrepreneurship for the public good in education, science  
and the arts. Their investments in the area of scientific and medical  
research are focused on human genomics, stem cell research and  
inflammatory bowel disease.

Dilani Rosa, histology core manager at the Eli and 
Edythe Broad CIRM Center, describes the lab’s  
function to the Broads. Also listening in are U.S.  
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (in purple) and CIRM 
Chairman Robert Klein (in gray suit).

Attendees applaud Edward P. Roski, chairman of the USC Board  
of Trustees, during a V.I.P. luncheon after the dedication of the stem 
cell center.

ciRM-Funded institutions

institution name Funds committed total awards

Stanford University $175,862,473  50

University of california, los Angeles $133,540,219  39

University of california, San Francisco $110,532,518  35

university of southern california $86,366,632 26

University of california, San Diego $77,177,593  32

USC Fetes Opening of Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM Center

Attendees at the building’s opening ceremonies watch a special video about the building and the research that will be  
conducted inside. This video is accessible online at http://stemcell.usc.edu.

 To date, USC faculty members working at the two main campuses and Children’s Hospital Los Angeles have secured $86.3 million in funding, 
ranking USC fourth among California institutions in California Institute for Regenerative Medicine funding received.
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cell center’s opening.
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Broad walk to the stage for the Oct. 29 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.
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Allard during a tour of the new stem  
cell facility.
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California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger joined USC 

administrators, trustees, elected public officials and 

over 150 invited guests in the much-anticipated 

dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Eli and Edythe 

Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell 

Research at USC held Oct. 29. 

 “We are all gathering this morning to celebrate the stem cell 

research center here at USC,” said Schwarzenegger. “Behind me 

we see this beautiful building with great architecture, but this is 

much more than just bricks and mortar. This is an institute of 

hope—hope for millions of people who suffer from Alzheimer’s, 

from cancer, from AIDS, from Parkinson’s disease and many 

other diseases. Here, 18 of the finest scientists in the world 
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New Building Incorporates  
       Key Green Technologies

Cutting-edge research needs a home that’s on the 

cutting-edge of innovation. Standing five stories high, 

the sleek black granite and glass Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM 

Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research at 

USC combines aesthetics and function in a way that pushes 

the boundaries of design, as well as science. 

A certified “green” building, the 87,500-square-foot center 

has glass facades running the full length of the building. It is 

designed to house research teams in flexible, open lab spaces 

that are bathed in natural light.

The center is the first building on the USC Health Sci-

ences Campus to receive a silver Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED) designation based on the 

structure’s unique eco-friendly features. A double-glazed “cur-

tain wall” on the east side of the building allows ventilation 

in the cavity, reducing heat gain in warmer temperatures and 

creating an insulating barrier when it is cool. The west-facing 

wall uses a special low-iron glass and is fitted with translucent 

glass fins that block sun glare while still maintaining views to 

an adjacent courtyard.

The glazing system maximizes natural light in both the 

office and laboratory environments, while controlling glare 

and heat gain and dramatically reducing electrical demand. 

The building also utilizes an innovative chilled beam HVAC 

system, which will use water instead of air to cool the space, 

reducing energy consumption by more than 30 percent and 

improving the air quality and occupant comfort within labo-

ratory and office areas. 

“The project team consisting of ZGF Architects and 

Morley Construction was given a challenge to design and 

build a state-of-the-art research facility,” said William Marsh, 

building project manager for USC Capital Construction 

Development. “The result is a building that is stunning and 

incorporates innovative energy-efficient design.”

The building design is also intended to help stimulate syn-

ergy between research disciplines and shared work and social 

spaces, said Ted Hyman, FAIA, partner at Los Angeles-based 

ZGF Architects LLP. The lab space design includes a flexible 

modular furniture system and moveable wall partitions. This 

“neighborhood” lab concept allows easy interaction between labs, 

while creating more intimate groupings within the open lab plan, 

Hyman said.

“The scientific community at the stem cell center will be per-

forming highly collaborative research; therefore it is imperative 

that the design approach maximize both the functional flexibility 

and the collaborative environment,” he said.

The Eli and Edythe Broad CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine  
and Stem Cell Research at USC boasts eco-friendly features such as copious 
natural lighting and special insulation systems.
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“ This is an institute of hope—
hope for millions of people 
who suffer from Alzheimer’s, 
from cancer, from AIDS, from 
Parkinson’s disease and many 
other diseases.”

GoV. ArnolD SchWArzeneGGer

along with their research teams will expand the frontiers of science 

and medicine in pursuit of life saving cures.”

USC President C. L. Max Nikias and Keck School of Medicine of 

USC Dean Carmen A. Puliafito hosted the dedication ceremony. 

Puliafito introduced the governor by recognizing his great courage 

in supporting the Stem Cell Research and Cures Initiative known as 
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