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“This is a great event for raising awareness and supporting 

the cutting-edge research being done at Norris,” said Puliafito. 

GRAMMY® winners Tim McGraw and Faith Hill were presented 

the 2010 Courage Award. McGraw serves as Honorary Chairman 

of the Tug McGraw Foundation, created in honor of Tim’s father 

Major League Baseball pitcher Tug McGraw, who after his own 

diagnosis of a malignant brain tumor, dedicated his life to en-

hance the quality of life of men, women and children with brain 

tumors. Hill is a longtime supporter of EIF’s Women’s Cancer 

Research Fund, performing at one of the first Unforgettable Eve-

ning events. McGraw and Hill together have tirelessly given time, 

attention and funds from a record number of benefit concerts for 

cancer and other causes.

Emmy® winner Christina Applegate was presented the Nat 

King Cole Award for her dedication to encouraging awareness 

and early detection for women at high risk for breast cancer. 

After her own breast cancer diagnosis through an early, doctor-

ordered MRI, Applegate founded Right Action for Women. The 

foundation helps women who are at increased risk for breast 

cancer and do not have insurance or the financial flexibility to 

cover the high costs associated with breast screenings get the 

information and testing they need to beat the disease.

The event featured a performance by Taylor Swift, the  

top-selling digital artist in music history.  

Norris Cancer Center Advisory board members Marion 

Laurie and Quinn Ezralow are among the founders of the EIF’s 

Women’s Cancer Research Fund. 

“The support of the Women’s Cancer Research Fund is so  

important to our efforts,” said Peter Jones, Ph.D., director of 

the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. “We greatly 

value our partnership with them and look forward to many more 

years of working together for cancer treatment breakthroughs.”

Dean Puliafito with country singers Faith Hill and Tim McGraw at  
the 13th Annual Unforgettable Evening benefitting the Entertainment  
Industry Foundation’s Women’s Cancer Research Fund and USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Photo by Alex J. Berliner

the stars shine at event Benefitting norris cancer Research 

K eck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 

joined others from the Keck School and Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center for a celebrity-filled event in 

Beverly Hills on January 27 benefitting Norris and other top 

cancer research centers. 

The 13th Annual Unforgettable Evening benefitting the 

Entertainment Industry Foundation’s Women’s Cancer 

Research Fund raised much needed funds for innovative 

cancer research.

  

1 Dec. 12—Revelers enjoy fine music 
and refreshments under a tent at the dean’s 
holiday party.

2Dec. 12—Jazz band at the dean’s 
holiday party.

3 Jan. 27—USC Norris supporter 
Marshall Ezralow and Dean Puliafito  
at the 13th Annual Unforgettable Evening 
benefitting the Entertainment Industry 
Foundation’s Women’s Cancer Research 
Fund and USC Norris Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.

4Feb. 14—Dean Puliafito with (from 
left) Larry King and Anderson Cooper, 
who was honored at the Sheila Kar Health 
Foundation’s 6th Annual Valentine’s Day 
Heart Protection Seminar in Beverly Hills. 

5Apr. 5—U.S. Representative Xavier 
Becerra (D-Calif ) with Dean Puliafito. 
Rep. Becerra spoke on the USC Health  
Sciences campus about the passage of the  
Patient Protection and Affordable Care  
Act and Health Care and Education  
Affordability Reconciliation Act of 2010. 
The event was presented by the Dean’s 
Council on Health Reform.

6Mar. 6—Dean Puliafito with (left) 
Stephanie Patterson of Medical Faculty 
Wives and Friends and Althea Alexander, 
director of the Keck School Office of  
Diversity, at the Salerni Collegium  
Annual Scholarship Benefit Dinner  
held at the Jonathan Club in Los Angeles. 
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Funds will be divided between the Keck School of Medicine of USC and the USC Annenberg 
School for Communication & Journalism

continued on page 2

The Annenberg Foundation has donated $10 million 

to establish the Wallis Annenberg Endowed Scholar-

ship Fund to support students at the Keck School of 

Medicine of USC and the USC Annenberg School for Commu-

nication & Journalism. The grant will be divided evenly between 

the schools.

The Wallis Annenberg Endowed Scholarship Fund will cover a 

substantial portion of the tuition costs for recipients, awarding up 

to $35,000 per year to recipients at the Keck School and $25,000 

per year to recipients at the Annenberg School.  By its third year 

of existence, the fund will help support the educational costs for as 

many as 17 Annenberg Scholars.

“The ability to provide scholarship support is a vital component of 

USC’s quest to attract the most talented domestic and international 

students,” said USC President-elect and Provost C. L. Max Nikias.  “This 

generous gift will not only provide a strong incentive for those students to 

come to USC, but will also help ensure both schools’ legacy of educating 

and training world leaders in their respective fields.” 

Wallis Annenberg, chairman of the board of the Annenberg Founda-

tion and the longest serving trustee on USC’s Board of Trustees, views 

scholarship funding as an essential investment in human capital.  “Schol-

arships ease the burden of students who might not have the money to 

attend college or graduate school,” she said.  “They are crucial to leveling 

the playing field and offering access to higher education to a broader 

He added, “I think it opens their eyes into how biomedical 

research is conducted and provides them the necessary experience 

to decide whether their future will include medical research, rather 

than if they had four straight years of medical school and then had 

to decide, ‘Do I want to do research or not?’”

Decker also noted that the Keck School is transforming itself 

from a medical school originally noted for its outstanding clinical 

medicine into a medical school that also promotes basic and clini-

cal biomedical science and translational medicine. 

That change benefits the school because it helps attract more 

highly qualified students and benefits Keck School graduates by 

equipping them to understandand explain to patients the science 

underlying the complex treatments they prescribe.

Fourth-year student Lloyd Cuzzo, who is researching Alzheim-

ers disease optic neuropathy in the lab of Alfredo Sadun, professor 

of ophthalmology at Doheny Eye Institute, said he agreed, adding 

that he appreciated the experience the program provides and is  

extremely excited to devote an entire year to it.

“This [is] an opportunity for me to learn new laboratory tech-

niques, to make a contribution to our knowledge and to develop the 

skills necessary to combine research and clinical ophthalmology as a 

physician-scientist,” he said.

Students in the program are involved in a wide range of research 

topics, including biomechanics, pediatrics, cancer and ophthalmology. 

They meet regularly with mentors and monthly with their peers in 

the program to share experiences and tips. 

Decker said they also go to scientific and clinical meetings in their 

respective disciplines to report their research results and prepare pub-

lications and papers. The program culminates in the spring when they 

present their findings to the Keck faculty and students.

In addition to Cuzzo and Franklin, the 2009-2010 Dean’s  

Research Scholars are: Jackie Weinstein, Daniel Liebertz,  

Akash Gupta, Shabnam Khashabi and Lily Tung.

Keck School Research Program Energizes Young Physician-Scientists
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ann Braun Leads Keck school  
development program 
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daniel A. Oakes, M.D., has been named 

Director of the USC Joint Replacement Pro-

gram and Associate Professor of Clinical Ortho-

paedics at the Keck School, effective March 1.

A nationally recognized joint replacement spe-

cialist, Oakes will direct the development of the 

USC Joint Replacement Center at USC University 

Hospital with the goal of establishing USC as a 

regional center of excellence for hip and knee 

joint replacement surgery.

“Dr. Oakes is a stellar new addition to our Depart-

ment of Orthopaedic Surgery,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., 

M.B.A. “His goals of increasing mobility for arthritis patients 

and managing pain for joint replacement patients dovetail with 

the needs of our aging population. By embracing technology 

and working collaboratively with clinical and research programs 

here at the Keck School, Dr. Oakes will help more and more of 

our patients maintain active lifestyles well into later life.”

Oakes comes to USC from UCLA, where he served as Chief 

of the UCLA Joint Replacement Service and Assistant Profes-

sor of Orthopaedic Surgery since 2006. There, he developed a 

thriving joint replacement division and was a leader in resident 

education. Oakes was previously a member of the Keck School 

faculty from 2004 to 2006.

“USC has a history of strong leadership in joint replacement 

surgery, and we have a tremendous opportunity to develop a 

world-class program,” said Oakes. “With the new leadership at 

the hospital, there’s a renewed commitment to excellence, and 

the pride in USC has become evident. It’s an exciting place, 

and I’m happy to be back in the Trojan Family.”

On April 1, 2009, USC closed a historic deal to purchase the 

411-bed USC University Hospital and 60-bed USC Norris Cancer 

Hospital from Tenet Healthcare Corp.

At the Keck School, Oakes will continue research on hip 

surface replacement procedures as an alternative joint replace-

ment option for younger, more active patients. His plans  

also include collaborating with the Department of Anesthesiology  

to improve perioperative pain management protocols associ-

ated with joint replacement surgeries to help patients regain 

their mobility and restore their active lifestyles as quickly  

as possible.

Oakes will also focus on developing the role of emerging 

computer assisted navigation technologies for hip and knee 

joint replacement procedures, continuing research on improving 

longevity of hip and knee implant technologies and the preven-

tion and treatment of infected joint replacements. He will also 

collaborate with USC’s existing research program on stem cells 

to determine if a clinical application for the treatment of hip 

osteonecrosis can be developed.

Oakes also plans to study long-term clinical outcomes of 

emerging technologies in hip resurfacing, primary and revi-

sion total knee arthroplasty, and primary and revision total 

hip arthroplasty. Oakes has extensive experience with revision 

procedures using porous metal technology and will continue his 

research at USC. Oakes has a strong background in resident 

and fellowship training, which he will continue as a member of 

the Keck faculty.

Oakes’ accomplishments include winning the Mark B. Coven-

try Adult Reconstruction Fellowship award from the Mayo Clinic. 

Oakes is the current President of the Los Angeles chapter of 

the Western Orthopaedic Association. He is a member of the 

American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and the American 

Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons.

Oakes earned his bachelor’s degree in biology from Harvard 

University, graduating cum laude, and his medical degree from 

Harvard Medical School. He completed his internship in general 

surgery and residency in orthopaedic surgery at UCLA Medi-

cal Center. Oakes served on a resident research fellowship at 

UCLA Medical Center and an adult reconstruction fellowship at 

the Mayo Clinic in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery. 

ann Braun has joined the Keck School as executive 

director of development and senior associate dean for  

resource development, effective Feb. 1, signaling a new era  

of integrated fund-raising efforts for the newly integrated USC 

academic medical center. 

Braun comes to USC from the University of Florida College of 

Medicine, where she served as associate dean of development 

and alumni affairs. Braun and her team in Florida increased giving 

to medicine by 350 percent over the past four years as compared 

to the previous four-year period.

She was recruited to the University of Florida in 2005 to lead 

the $315 million Campaign for Medicine, part of a $1.5 billion 

university-wide campaign already in progress.

Braun built the development team from a staff of five to 29 pro-

fessionals serving two campuses during the successful develop-

ment campaign that has raised $180 million to date for scholar-

ships, research fellows, professorships and facilities.

Braun reports to Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, who 

announced the appointment on Nov. 30. She will work with the 

Keck School’s clinical department chairs, basic science depart-

ment chairs and institute directors, including USC Norris  

Comprehensive Cancer Center director Peter Jones, and with 

Mitch Creem, the CEO of the USC hospitals, to increase philan-

thropic support for priority programs in patient care, research and 

education across the USC Health Sciences Campus. She also will 

serve as a member of the University Advancement Senior Team.

“Ann’s experience in academic medicine is significant, and 

her track record in building successful development programs 

is impressive,” Puliafito said. “Our ambitious plans for the USC 

academic medical center will require strategic development ef-

forts to cultivate our donors and ensure wise stewardship of their 

generous gifts.”

Building upon the Keck School’s naming 

gift of $110 million from the W.M. Keck  

Foundation nearly a decade ago, Braun will 

design and manage a new $500 million 

fund-raising initiative for USC’s new academic 

medical center. 

The university acquired USC University 

Hospital and USC Norris Cancer Hospital on 

April 1, 2009, and integrated the previously 

independent private practices of the Doctors of 

USC into one health care system. The ultimate goal is to create 

a vibrant academic medical center that enhances the productivity 

and prestige of the medical school, the faculty, the hospitals and 

the university as a whole.

“Academic medicine is one of our country’s most precious pub-

lic goods,” Braun said. “I’m committed to promoting awareness 

of its mission to educate the next generation of physicians and 

scientists, to provide specialized care for those most in need and 

to advance medical research that can lead to new therapies and 

disease prevention. I truly treasure those who generously give of 

themselves and their resources to fulfill a shared vision for the 

advancement of academic medicine.”

Before joining the University of Florida, Braun worked at the 

University of Michigan in medical development and alumni rela-

tions. She was the first fund-raiser to bridge development efforts 

between pediatrics and C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, leading 

to the Champions for Children Campaign, which resulted in the 

construction of a new children’s hospital. 

Prior to moving into development, Braun spent 13 years in 

educational sales with a subsidiary of Berkshire-Hathaway. She 

earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s in communications 

from Eastern Michigan University.

Daniel A. Oakes

Ann Braun

Gift of $10 Million from Annenberg Foundation  
Establishes Scholarship Fund

Keck School Research Program Energizes Young Physician-Scientists

range of people, regardless of any one person or family’s  

financial circumstances.”

The establishment of this fund comes at a pivotal time for the 

USC Annenberg School and for the Keck School of Medicine of 

USC. As the media landscape continues to be transformed by non-

traditional media sources such as blogs and social networking Web 

sites, the Annenberg School is positioned to help chart the course of 

communication and journalism for the 21st century. 

The Keck School of Medicine is also facing transformative 

challenges, according to Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “We are on the 

forefront of medical education, with a recently designed curriculum 

that is integrated and hands-on,” he said.  “We have accomplished 

faculty, and we offer real-world experience in patient care from the 

very start of each student’s medical school career.  With the generos-

ity of the Annenberg Foundation, we will ensure that generations of 

Keck students receive the financial assistance they need to continue 

their academic pursuits. We are deeply grateful for that support.”

Established in 1989 by Walter H. Annenberg, the Annenberg 

Foundation provides funding and support to nonprofit organiza-

tions in the United States and globally. Its major program areas are 

education and youth development; arts, culture and humanities; 

civic and community life; health and human services; and animal 

services and the environment. In addition, the Foundation operates a 

number of initiatives which expand and complement these program 

areas. The Annenberg Foundation exists to advance the public well-

being through improved communication. As the principal means of 

achieving this goal, the Foundation encourages the development of 

more effective ways to share ideas and knowledge.

surgeon-in-chief, Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, to study possible  

ways to mitigate the effects of necrotizing enterocolitis death of intestinal 

tissue in infants with the disease.

Franklin said the Dean’s Research Fifth Year Scholars Program, 

created by Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito in 2008, provides 

a great opportunity for medical students to participate in translational 

research and plays a role in building a foundation in the careers of future 

physician-scientists.

Robert Decker, research professor of cell and neurobiology and  

director of the program, said its chief aim is to develop a medical  

research mindset in those students who choose to join the program.

The fifth year program is developed to provide Keck students an 

opportunity to take a complete year off to hone their research skills and 

it really takes a year for them to become proficient in whatever field of 

biomedical research they decide to explore, he said.

Decker noted that summer research experiences and the second-year 

required student project provide an important introduction for medi-

cal students to gain some familiarity with the medical research process, 

but the fifth year-long immersion in research provides a much deeper 

perspective into how biomedical research leads to new clinical treatments.
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Building upon the Keck School’s naming gift of $110 million 
from the W.M. Keck Foundation nearly a decade ago, Braun  
will design and manage a new $500 million fund-raising initia-
tive for USC’s new academic medical center. 

continued to page 5

F ourth-year medical student Ashanti Franklin is not just absorb-

ing medical knowledge this year, she’s adding to it.

As part of a program designed to immerse interested Keck School 

medical students in basic and clinical research, Franklin and six of 

her peers are adding an entire year to their studies, in which they 

are paired with faculty mentors to focus exclusively on biomedical 

research. For example, Franklin is spending her year working with 

Henri Ford, vice dean of medical education for the Keck School and 

From left: Keck School of Medicine Dean’s Research Scholars Jackie 
Weinstein, Daniel Liebertz, Ashanti Franklin, Akash Gupta, Lloyd 
Cuzzo, Shabnam Khashabi and Lily Tung, with program director  
Robert Decker.  photo/jon nalick 
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daniel A. Oakes, M.D., has been named 

Director of the USC Joint Replacement Pro-

gram and Associate Professor of Clinical Ortho-

paedics at the Keck School, effective March 1.

A nationally recognized joint replacement spe-

cialist, Oakes will direct the development of the 

USC Joint Replacement Center at USC University 

Hospital with the goal of establishing USC as a 

regional center of excellence for hip and knee 

joint replacement surgery.

“Dr. Oakes is a stellar new addition to our Depart-

ment of Orthopaedic Surgery,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., 

M.B.A. “His goals of increasing mobility for arthritis patients 

and managing pain for joint replacement patients dovetail with 

the needs of our aging population. By embracing technology 

and working collaboratively with clinical and research programs 

here at the Keck School, Dr. Oakes will help more and more of 

our patients maintain active lifestyles well into later life.”

Oakes comes to USC from UCLA, where he served as Chief 

of the UCLA Joint Replacement Service and Assistant Profes-

sor of Orthopaedic Surgery since 2006. There, he developed a 

thriving joint replacement division and was a leader in resident 

education. Oakes was previously a member of the Keck School 

faculty from 2004 to 2006.

“USC has a history of strong leadership in joint replacement 

surgery, and we have a tremendous opportunity to develop a 

world-class program,” said Oakes. “With the new leadership at 

the hospital, there’s a renewed commitment to excellence, and 

the pride in USC has become evident. It’s an exciting place, 

and I’m happy to be back in the Trojan Family.”

On April 1, 2009, USC closed a historic deal to purchase the 

411-bed USC University Hospital and 60-bed USC Norris Cancer 

Hospital from Tenet Healthcare Corp.

At the Keck School, Oakes will continue research on hip 

surface replacement procedures as an alternative joint replace-

ment option for younger, more active patients. His plans  

also include collaborating with the Department of Anesthesiology  

to improve perioperative pain management protocols associ-

ated with joint replacement surgeries to help patients regain 

their mobility and restore their active lifestyles as quickly  

as possible.

Oakes will also focus on developing the role of emerging 

computer assisted navigation technologies for hip and knee 

joint replacement procedures, continuing research on improving 

longevity of hip and knee implant technologies and the preven-

tion and treatment of infected joint replacements. He will also 

collaborate with USC’s existing research program on stem cells 

to determine if a clinical application for the treatment of hip 

osteonecrosis can be developed.

Oakes also plans to study long-term clinical outcomes of 

emerging technologies in hip resurfacing, primary and revi-

sion total knee arthroplasty, and primary and revision total 

hip arthroplasty. Oakes has extensive experience with revision 

procedures using porous metal technology and will continue his 

research at USC. Oakes has a strong background in resident 

and fellowship training, which he will continue as a member of 

the Keck faculty.

Oakes’ accomplishments include winning the Mark B. Coven-

try Adult Reconstruction Fellowship award from the Mayo Clinic. 

Oakes is the current President of the Los Angeles chapter of 

the Western Orthopaedic Association. He is a member of the 

American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and the American 

Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons.

Oakes earned his bachelor’s degree in biology from Harvard 

University, graduating cum laude, and his medical degree from 

Harvard Medical School. He completed his internship in general 

surgery and residency in orthopaedic surgery at UCLA Medi-

cal Center. Oakes served on a resident research fellowship at 

UCLA Medical Center and an adult reconstruction fellowship at 

the Mayo Clinic in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery. 

ann Braun has joined the Keck School as executive 

director of development and senior associate dean for  

resource development, effective Feb. 1, signaling a new era  

of integrated fund-raising efforts for the newly integrated USC 

academic medical center. 

Braun comes to USC from the University of Florida College of 

Medicine, where she served as associate dean of development 

and alumni affairs. Braun and her team in Florida increased giving 

to medicine by 350 percent over the past four years as compared 

to the previous four-year period.

She was recruited to the University of Florida in 2005 to lead 

the $315 million Campaign for Medicine, part of a $1.5 billion 

university-wide campaign already in progress.

Braun built the development team from a staff of five to 29 pro-

fessionals serving two campuses during the successful develop-

ment campaign that has raised $180 million to date for scholar-

ships, research fellows, professorships and facilities.

Braun reports to Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, who 

announced the appointment on Nov. 30. She will work with the 

Keck School’s clinical department chairs, basic science depart-

ment chairs and institute directors, including USC Norris  

Comprehensive Cancer Center director Peter Jones, and with 

Mitch Creem, the CEO of the USC hospitals, to increase philan-

thropic support for priority programs in patient care, research and 

education across the USC Health Sciences Campus. She also will 

serve as a member of the University Advancement Senior Team.

“Ann’s experience in academic medicine is significant, and 

her track record in building successful development programs 

is impressive,” Puliafito said. “Our ambitious plans for the USC 

academic medical center will require strategic development ef-

forts to cultivate our donors and ensure wise stewardship of their 

generous gifts.”

Building upon the Keck School’s naming 

gift of $110 million from the W.M. Keck  

Foundation nearly a decade ago, Braun will 

design and manage a new $500 million 

fund-raising initiative for USC’s new academic 

medical center. 

The university acquired USC University 

Hospital and USC Norris Cancer Hospital on 

April 1, 2009, and integrated the previously 

independent private practices of the Doctors of 

USC into one health care system. The ultimate goal is to create 

a vibrant academic medical center that enhances the productivity 

and prestige of the medical school, the faculty, the hospitals and 

the university as a whole.

“Academic medicine is one of our country’s most precious pub-

lic goods,” Braun said. “I’m committed to promoting awareness 

of its mission to educate the next generation of physicians and 

scientists, to provide specialized care for those most in need and 

to advance medical research that can lead to new therapies and 

disease prevention. I truly treasure those who generously give of 

themselves and their resources to fulfill a shared vision for the 

advancement of academic medicine.”

Before joining the University of Florida, Braun worked at the 

University of Michigan in medical development and alumni rela-

tions. She was the first fund-raiser to bridge development efforts 

between pediatrics and C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, leading 

to the Champions for Children Campaign, which resulted in the 

construction of a new children’s hospital. 

Prior to moving into development, Braun spent 13 years in 

educational sales with a subsidiary of Berkshire-Hathaway. She 

earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s in communications 

from Eastern Michigan University.
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USC. As the media landscape continues to be transformed by non-
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forefront of medical education, with a recently designed curriculum 

that is integrated and hands-on,” he said.  “We have accomplished 

faculty, and we offer real-world experience in patient care from the 
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ity of the Annenberg Foundation, we will ensure that generations of 
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education and youth development; arts, culture and humanities; 
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services and the environment. In addition, the Foundation operates a 

number of initiatives which expand and complement these program 

areas. The Annenberg Foundation exists to advance the public well-

being through improved communication. As the principal means of 

achieving this goal, the Foundation encourages the development of 

more effective ways to share ideas and knowledge.
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physician-scientists.

Robert Decker, research professor of cell and neurobiology and  

director of the program, said its chief aim is to develop a medical  

research mindset in those students who choose to join the program.

The fifth year program is developed to provide Keck students an 

opportunity to take a complete year off to hone their research skills and 

it really takes a year for them to become proficient in whatever field of 

biomedical research they decide to explore, he said.

Decker noted that summer research experiences and the second-year 

required student project provide an important introduction for medi-

cal students to gain some familiarity with the medical research process, 
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daniel A. Oakes, M.D., has been named 

Director of the USC Joint Replacement Pro-

gram and Associate Professor of Clinical Ortho-

paedics at the Keck School, effective March 1.

A nationally recognized joint replacement spe-

cialist, Oakes will direct the development of the 

USC Joint Replacement Center at USC University 

Hospital with the goal of establishing USC as a 

regional center of excellence for hip and knee 

joint replacement surgery.

“Dr. Oakes is a stellar new addition to our Depart-

ment of Orthopaedic Surgery,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., 

M.B.A. “His goals of increasing mobility for arthritis patients 

and managing pain for joint replacement patients dovetail with 

the needs of our aging population. By embracing technology 

and working collaboratively with clinical and research programs 

here at the Keck School, Dr. Oakes will help more and more of 

our patients maintain active lifestyles well into later life.”

Oakes comes to USC from UCLA, where he served as Chief 

of the UCLA Joint Replacement Service and Assistant Profes-

sor of Orthopaedic Surgery since 2006. There, he developed a 

thriving joint replacement division and was a leader in resident 

education. Oakes was previously a member of the Keck School 

faculty from 2004 to 2006.

“USC has a history of strong leadership in joint replacement 

surgery, and we have a tremendous opportunity to develop a 

world-class program,” said Oakes. “With the new leadership at 

the hospital, there’s a renewed commitment to excellence, and 

the pride in USC has become evident. It’s an exciting place, 

and I’m happy to be back in the Trojan Family.”

On April 1, 2009, USC closed a historic deal to purchase the 

411-bed USC University Hospital and 60-bed USC Norris Cancer 

Hospital from Tenet Healthcare Corp.

At the Keck School, Oakes will continue research on hip 

surface replacement procedures as an alternative joint replace-

ment option for younger, more active patients. His plans  

also include collaborating with the Department of Anesthesiology  

to improve perioperative pain management protocols associ-

ated with joint replacement surgeries to help patients regain 

their mobility and restore their active lifestyles as quickly  

as possible.

Oakes will also focus on developing the role of emerging 

computer assisted navigation technologies for hip and knee 

joint replacement procedures, continuing research on improving 

longevity of hip and knee implant technologies and the preven-

tion and treatment of infected joint replacements. He will also 

collaborate with USC’s existing research program on stem cells 

to determine if a clinical application for the treatment of hip 

osteonecrosis can be developed.

Oakes also plans to study long-term clinical outcomes of 

emerging technologies in hip resurfacing, primary and revi-

sion total knee arthroplasty, and primary and revision total 

hip arthroplasty. Oakes has extensive experience with revision 

procedures using porous metal technology and will continue his 

research at USC. Oakes has a strong background in resident 

and fellowship training, which he will continue as a member of 

the Keck faculty.

Oakes’ accomplishments include winning the Mark B. Coven-

try Adult Reconstruction Fellowship award from the Mayo Clinic. 

Oakes is the current President of the Los Angeles chapter of 

the Western Orthopaedic Association. He is a member of the 

American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and the American 

Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons.

Oakes earned his bachelor’s degree in biology from Harvard 

University, graduating cum laude, and his medical degree from 

Harvard Medical School. He completed his internship in general 

surgery and residency in orthopaedic surgery at UCLA Medi-

cal Center. Oakes served on a resident research fellowship at 

UCLA Medical Center and an adult reconstruction fellowship at 

the Mayo Clinic in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery. 

ann Braun has joined the Keck School as executive 

director of development and senior associate dean for  

resource development, effective Feb. 1, signaling a new era  

of integrated fund-raising efforts for the newly integrated USC 

academic medical center. 

Braun comes to USC from the University of Florida College of 

Medicine, where she served as associate dean of development 

and alumni affairs. Braun and her team in Florida increased giving 

to medicine by 350 percent over the past four years as compared 

to the previous four-year period.

She was recruited to the University of Florida in 2005 to lead 

the $315 million Campaign for Medicine, part of a $1.5 billion 

university-wide campaign already in progress.

Braun built the development team from a staff of five to 29 pro-

fessionals serving two campuses during the successful develop-

ment campaign that has raised $180 million to date for scholar-

ships, research fellows, professorships and facilities.

Braun reports to Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito, who 

announced the appointment on Nov. 30. She will work with the 

Keck School’s clinical department chairs, basic science depart-

ment chairs and institute directors, including USC Norris  

Comprehensive Cancer Center director Peter Jones, and with 

Mitch Creem, the CEO of the USC hospitals, to increase philan-

thropic support for priority programs in patient care, research and 

education across the USC Health Sciences Campus. She also will 

serve as a member of the University Advancement Senior Team.

“Ann’s experience in academic medicine is significant, and 

her track record in building successful development programs 

is impressive,” Puliafito said. “Our ambitious plans for the USC 

academic medical center will require strategic development ef-

forts to cultivate our donors and ensure wise stewardship of their 

generous gifts.”

Building upon the Keck School’s naming 

gift of $110 million from the W.M. Keck  

Foundation nearly a decade ago, Braun will 

design and manage a new $500 million 

fund-raising initiative for USC’s new academic 

medical center. 

The university acquired USC University 

Hospital and USC Norris Cancer Hospital on 

April 1, 2009, and integrated the previously 

independent private practices of the Doctors of 

USC into one health care system. The ultimate goal is to create 

a vibrant academic medical center that enhances the productivity 

and prestige of the medical school, the faculty, the hospitals and 

the university as a whole.

“Academic medicine is one of our country’s most precious pub-

lic goods,” Braun said. “I’m committed to promoting awareness 

of its mission to educate the next generation of physicians and 

scientists, to provide specialized care for those most in need and 

to advance medical research that can lead to new therapies and 

disease prevention. I truly treasure those who generously give of 

themselves and their resources to fulfill a shared vision for the 

advancement of academic medicine.”

Before joining the University of Florida, Braun worked at the 

University of Michigan in medical development and alumni rela-

tions. She was the first fund-raiser to bridge development efforts 

between pediatrics and C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, leading 

to the Champions for Children Campaign, which resulted in the 

construction of a new children’s hospital. 

Prior to moving into development, Braun spent 13 years in 

educational sales with a subsidiary of Berkshire-Hathaway. She 

earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s in communications 

from Eastern Michigan University.

Daniel A. Oakes

Ann Braun

Gift of $10 Million from Annenberg Foundation  
Establishes Scholarship Fund
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range of people, regardless of any one person or family’s  

financial circumstances.”

The establishment of this fund comes at a pivotal time for the 

USC Annenberg School and for the Keck School of Medicine of 

USC. As the media landscape continues to be transformed by non-

traditional media sources such as blogs and social networking Web 

sites, the Annenberg School is positioned to help chart the course of 

communication and journalism for the 21st century. 

The Keck School of Medicine is also facing transformative 

challenges, according to Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “We are on the 

forefront of medical education, with a recently designed curriculum 

that is integrated and hands-on,” he said.  “We have accomplished 

faculty, and we offer real-world experience in patient care from the 

very start of each student’s medical school career.  With the generos-

ity of the Annenberg Foundation, we will ensure that generations of 

Keck students receive the financial assistance they need to continue 

their academic pursuits. We are deeply grateful for that support.”

Established in 1989 by Walter H. Annenberg, the Annenberg 

Foundation provides funding and support to nonprofit organiza-

tions in the United States and globally. Its major program areas are 

education and youth development; arts, culture and humanities; 

civic and community life; health and human services; and animal 

services and the environment. In addition, the Foundation operates a 

number of initiatives which expand and complement these program 

areas. The Annenberg Foundation exists to advance the public well-

being through improved communication. As the principal means of 

achieving this goal, the Foundation encourages the development of 

more effective ways to share ideas and knowledge.

surgeon-in-chief, Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, to study possible  

ways to mitigate the effects of necrotizing enterocolitis death of intestinal 

tissue in infants with the disease.

Franklin said the Dean’s Research Fifth Year Scholars Program, 

created by Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito in 2008, provides 

a great opportunity for medical students to participate in translational 

research and plays a role in building a foundation in the careers of future 

physician-scientists.

Robert Decker, research professor of cell and neurobiology and  

director of the program, said its chief aim is to develop a medical  

research mindset in those students who choose to join the program.

The fifth year program is developed to provide Keck students an 

opportunity to take a complete year off to hone their research skills and 

it really takes a year for them to become proficient in whatever field of 

biomedical research they decide to explore, he said.

Decker noted that summer research experiences and the second-year 

required student project provide an important introduction for medi-

cal students to gain some familiarity with the medical research process, 

but the fifth year-long immersion in research provides a much deeper 

perspective into how biomedical research leads to new clinical treatments.
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Building upon the Keck School’s naming gift of $110 million 
from the W.M. Keck Foundation nearly a decade ago, Braun  
will design and manage a new $500 million fund-raising initia-
tive for USC’s new academic medical center. 
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F ourth-year medical student Ashanti Franklin is not just absorb-

ing medical knowledge this year, she’s adding to it.

As part of a program designed to immerse interested Keck School 

medical students in basic and clinical research, Franklin and six of 

her peers are adding an entire year to their studies, in which they 

are paired with faculty mentors to focus exclusively on biomedical 

research. For example, Franklin is spending her year working with 

Henri Ford, vice dean of medical education for the Keck School and 

From left: Keck School of Medicine Dean’s Research Scholars Jackie 
Weinstein, Daniel Liebertz, Ashanti Franklin, Akash Gupta, Lloyd 
Cuzzo, Shabnam Khashabi and Lily Tung, with program director  
Robert Decker.  photo/jon nalick 
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“This is a great event for raising awareness and supporting 

the cutting-edge research being done at Norris,” said Puliafito. 

GRAMMY® winners Tim McGraw and Faith Hill were presented 

the 2010 Courage Award. McGraw serves as Honorary Chairman 

of the Tug McGraw Foundation, created in honor of Tim’s father 

Major League Baseball pitcher Tug McGraw, who after his own 

diagnosis of a malignant brain tumor, dedicated his life to en-

hance the quality of life of men, women and children with brain 

tumors. Hill is a longtime supporter of EIF’s Women’s Cancer 

Research Fund, performing at one of the first Unforgettable Eve-

ning events. McGraw and Hill together have tirelessly given time, 

attention and funds from a record number of benefit concerts for 

cancer and other causes.

Emmy® winner Christina Applegate was presented the Nat 

King Cole Award for her dedication to encouraging awareness 

and early detection for women at high risk for breast cancer. 

After her own breast cancer diagnosis through an early, doctor-

ordered MRI, Applegate founded Right Action for Women. The 

foundation helps women who are at increased risk for breast 

cancer and do not have insurance or the financial flexibility to 

cover the high costs associated with breast screenings get the 

information and testing they need to beat the disease.

The event featured a performance by Taylor Swift, the  

top-selling digital artist in music history.  

Norris Cancer Center Advisory board members Marion 

Laurie and Quinn Ezralow are among the founders of the EIF’s 

Women’s Cancer Research Fund. 

“The support of the Women’s Cancer Research Fund is so  

important to our efforts,” said Peter Jones, Ph.D., director of 

the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. “We greatly 

value our partnership with them and look forward to many more 

years of working together for cancer treatment breakthroughs.”

Dean Puliafito with country singers Faith Hill and Tim McGraw at  
the 13th Annual Unforgettable Evening benefitting the Entertainment  
Industry Foundation’s Women’s Cancer Research Fund and USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Photo by Alex J. Berliner

the stars shine at event Benefitting norris cancer Research 

K eck School of Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito 

joined others from the Keck School and Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center for a celebrity-filled event in 

Beverly Hills on January 27 benefitting Norris and other top 

cancer research centers. 

The 13th Annual Unforgettable Evening benefitting the 

Entertainment Industry Foundation’s Women’s Cancer 

Research Fund raised much needed funds for innovative 

cancer research.

  

1 Dec. 12—Revelers enjoy fine music 
and refreshments under a tent at the dean’s 
holiday party.

2Dec. 12—Jazz band at the dean’s 
holiday party.

3 Jan. 27—USC Norris supporter 
Marshall Ezralow and Dean Puliafito  
at the 13th Annual Unforgettable Evening 
benefitting the Entertainment Industry 
Foundation’s Women’s Cancer Research 
Fund and USC Norris Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.

4Feb. 14—Dean Puliafito with (from 
left) Larry King and Anderson Cooper, 
who was honored at the Sheila Kar Health 
Foundation’s 6th Annual Valentine’s Day 
Heart Protection Seminar in Beverly Hills. 

5Apr. 5—U.S. Representative Xavier 
Becerra (D-Calif ) with Dean Puliafito. 
Rep. Becerra spoke on the USC Health  
Sciences campus about the passage of the  
Patient Protection and Affordable Care  
Act and Health Care and Education  
Affordability Reconciliation Act of 2010. 
The event was presented by the Dean’s 
Council on Health Reform.

6Mar. 6—Dean Puliafito with (left) 
Stephanie Patterson of Medical Faculty 
Wives and Friends and Althea Alexander, 
director of the Keck School Office of  
Diversity, at the Salerni Collegium  
Annual Scholarship Benefit Dinner  
held at the Jonathan Club in Los Angeles. 
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The Annenberg Foundation has donated $10 million 

to establish the Wallis Annenberg Endowed Scholar-

ship Fund to support students at the Keck School of 

Medicine of USC and the USC Annenberg School for Commu-

nication & Journalism. The grant will be divided evenly between 

the schools.

The Wallis Annenberg Endowed Scholarship Fund will cover a 

substantial portion of the tuition costs for recipients, awarding up 

to $35,000 per year to recipients at the Keck School and $25,000 

per year to recipients at the Annenberg School.  By its third year 

of existence, the fund will help support the educational costs for as 

many as 17 Annenberg Scholars.

“The ability to provide scholarship support is a vital component of 

USC’s quest to attract the most talented domestic and international 

students,” said USC President-elect and Provost C. L. Max Nikias.  “This 

generous gift will not only provide a strong incentive for those students to 

come to USC, but will also help ensure both schools’ legacy of educating 

and training world leaders in their respective fields.” 

Wallis Annenberg, chairman of the board of the Annenberg Founda-

tion and the longest serving trustee on USC’s Board of Trustees, views 

scholarship funding as an essential investment in human capital.  “Schol-

arships ease the burden of students who might not have the money to 

attend college or graduate school,” she said.  “They are crucial to leveling 

the playing field and offering access to higher education to a broader 

He added, “I think it opens their eyes into how biomedical 

research is conducted and provides them the necessary experience 

to decide whether their future will include medical research, rather 

than if they had four straight years of medical school and then had 

to decide, ‘Do I want to do research or not?’”

Decker also noted that the Keck School is transforming itself 

from a medical school originally noted for its outstanding clinical 

medicine into a medical school that also promotes basic and clini-

cal biomedical science and translational medicine. 

That change benefits the school because it helps attract more 

highly qualified students and benefits Keck School graduates by 

equipping them to understandand explain to patients the science 

underlying the complex treatments they prescribe.

Fourth-year student Lloyd Cuzzo, who is researching Alzheim-

ers disease optic neuropathy in the lab of Alfredo Sadun, professor 

of ophthalmology at Doheny Eye Institute, said he agreed, adding 

that he appreciated the experience the program provides and is  

extremely excited to devote an entire year to it.

“This [is] an opportunity for me to learn new laboratory tech-

niques, to make a contribution to our knowledge and to develop the 

skills necessary to combine research and clinical ophthalmology as a 

physician-scientist,” he said.

Students in the program are involved in a wide range of research 

topics, including biomechanics, pediatrics, cancer and ophthalmology. 

They meet regularly with mentors and monthly with their peers in 

the program to share experiences and tips. 

Decker said they also go to scientific and clinical meetings in their 

respective disciplines to report their research results and prepare pub-

lications and papers. The program culminates in the spring when they 

present their findings to the Keck faculty and students.

In addition to Cuzzo and Franklin, the 2009-2010 Dean’s  

Research Scholars are: Jackie Weinstein, Daniel Liebertz,  

Akash Gupta, Shabnam Khashabi and Lily Tung.
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