
1 Aug. 14—During the annual white 
coat ceremony in Pappas Quad, Dean  
Puliafito assists first-year medical student 
Eric Wirtschafter. 

2 Aug. 18—U.S. Representative Adam 
Schiff (D-29th Congressional District) 
takes a question from Dean Puliafito  
while addressing health care reform to  
an overflow crowd in Mayer Auditorium.

3 June 24—Dean Puliafito, left, and 
Robert A. Day, right, welcome noted on-
cologist and cancer researcher Dr. David 
B. Agus to USC in a reception at the home 
of Robert and Kelly Day, members of the 
Board of Overseers for the Keck School.

4 Aug. 12—From right, Dean Puliafito, 
his wife, Dr. Janet Pine, and Dr. Allan 
Abbott, associate dean, curriculum and 
continuing medical education, share a laugh 
with first-year medical student Ali Arastu, 
in a reception at the Dean’s home to wel-
come new medical students. 

5 Aug. 12—First-year medical 
student Julie Jang rides a mechanical  
surfboard at the reception welcoming  
new medical students. 

6 Aug. 11—Second-year 
medical student Omolade Maurice-Diya 
rides a mechanical surfboard at a reception 
for returning students held at Dean  
Puliafito’s home. 
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Dean Launches Health  
Reform Initiatives 
New Dean’s Council on Health 
Reform, events, and Web site  
aim to get USC community  
engaged in the health care debate.
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Despite an extremely competitive federal research 

grant environment, the Keck School of Medi-

cine has received over $60 million in National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) grants since July 1, continuing 

a growth trend in NIH support for the school.

Of the total, $34 million was received as part of the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), 

legislation recently passed by Congress and signed into law 

by President Obama. Part of the legislation’s funding was 

given to the NIH in order to fund research projects that 

$60 Million in New NIH Grants Received
Keck Research Funding Soars
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As the health reform debate heats up in Washington, D.C., 

and across the country, the Keck School of Medicine 

Dean’s Office has launched a number of initiatives to keep 

the USC community well informed and engaged. Initiatives include 

the formation of the Dean’s Council on Health Reform, forums,  

and a Web site serving as a clearinghouse for information about  

health care reform. 

The health reform forums will include a diverse group of speakers 

from the legislative branches, governmental administration, health care 

advocacy groups, the Los Angeles community, organized medicine, 

and academia. The first forum featured U.S. Representative Adam 

Schiff (D-Pasadena, Glendale, Burbank) on Aug. 18 in Mayer  

Auditorium. The congressman discussed health care reform with  

Keck School students, staff and faculty.

A new Web site at www.healthreform.usc.edu features daily news 

and opinion on health reform, helpful resource links and information 

about the Dean’s Council on Health Reform. Visitors to the site can 

post comments and also sign up to join the Council. 

Membership in the Dean’s Council on Health Reform is open to all 

members of the Keck School faculty, medical and graduate students, 

residents and fellows in USC training programs, USC staff, as well as 

alumni and friends interested in these issues. The USC community 

is invited to join the council by filling out the form provided on the 

health reform site. 

“As we all know, Congress is considering legislation that promises 

to alter dramatically the financing and delivery of health care in the 

United States,” says Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “Proposed legislation 

is likely to produce the greatest changes in American health care since 

the enactment of Medicare in 1965. I urge the USC community to 

participate actively in this important national debate.” 

Dean Launches New Initiatives Spotlighting  
    National Debate on Health Care Reform
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Visit the Web site at www.healthreform.usc.edu  

Home page for the Dean’s Council On Health Reform offering  

daily-updated news and opinions on health care reform. 

As we all know, Congress is considering legislation that promises to alter dramatically the 

financing and delivery of health care in the United States,” says Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. 

“Proposed legislation is likely to produce the greatest changes in American health care since 

the enactment of Medicare in 1965. I urge the USC community to participate actively in this 

important national debate.”

uSC University Hospital and USC Norris Cancer 

Hospital ranked first and second, respectively, 

among Los Angeles hospitals in Consumer Reports’ 

new ratings of more than 3,400 hospitals nationwide. 

The rankings put USC hospitals ahead of such well-

known medical centers as Cedars-Sinai and UCLA.

USC University Hospital and USC Norris Cancer 

Hospital ranked in the top 5 percent of 310 California 

hospitals in the magazine’s first-ever ratings, published 

Aug. 3 on the Consumer Reports’ Health Web site—

www.consumerreports.org/health. University Hospital 

also ranked significantly over the national average 

in the magazine’s rating of 48 teaching hospitals for 

patient satisfaction. 

October is Breast Cancer  
Awareness Month, and 
Keck School Dean  
Carmen A. Puliafito 
urges all women to follow 

recommended breast screening 
guidelines. “The standard for 
all women over the age of 40 
is to undergo an annual mam-
mogram,” says Dean Puliafito. 
“We encourage women of all 
ages to discuss their breast cancer 
risk with their physician.” Dean 
Puliafito is pictured below with 
singer and breast cancer survivor 
Sheryl Crow at the Saks Fifth 
Avenue Unforgettable Evening 
event held earlier this year. The 
event benefits the Entertainment 
Industry Foundation’s Women’s 
Cancer Research Fund, and the 
USC Norris Comprehensive 
Cancer Center is one of the pri-
mary beneficiaries of funds raised 
for innovative cancer research.

Consumer Reports Ranks 
    usc’s hospitals as Best in L.a.

will stimulate the economy, create or retain jobs, and have 

the potential for making scientific progress in two years. 

According to Elizabeth Fini, vice dean for research at the 

Keck School, more ARRA money is anticipated from grant 

applications still pending. 

“With regular activity alone, we’re already ahead for fiscal 

year 2010. Added to the windfall in ARRA funds, this is a 

huge jump for us,” she said. 

Beyond the ARRA total is a recent NIH grant for $10.4 

million (over five years) awarded to the USC Epigenome 

Others appearing in the top 10 among Los Angeles 

hospitals include: White Memorial Medical Center(3rd), 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center (4th), UCLA Medical Cen-

ter (5th), Kaiser Foundation Hospital (6th), California 

Hospital Medical Center (7th), St. Vincent Medical 

Center (8th), East Los Angeles Doctors Hospital (9th), 

and Los Angeles County+USC Medical Center (10th).

“When Consumer Reports says a product is good, 

people listen,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, dean of the 

Keck School of Medicine of USC. “The top ranking 

among teaching hospitals affirms the value of the educa-

tion we provide here at Keck.” The ratings, based on the 

federal government’s Hospital Consumer Assessment of 



Stephen Sener has joined the Keck School 

of Medicine of USC as professor of clinical 

surgery, effective September 1, 2009. A renowned 

breast surgeon, he serves as chief of the Division of 

Surgical Oncology, affiliated with the USC Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center and Hospital. 

    Sener came to USC from Northwestern  

University in Chicago, where he served as profes-

sor of surgery at Northwestern University Feinberg 

School of Medicine and vice-chairman of the Department of Surgery 

at NorthShore University HealthSystem (NSUHS). 

He served as national president of the American Cancer Society 

(ACS) in 2004-2005. Sener’s service as volunteer chairman of the 

ACS’s Cancer Incidence and End Results Committee facilitated  

evolution of the concepts of quality care and health care access.  

The work also led to the development of the National Cancer  

Database. Sener has been a volunteer with the American Cancer  

Society since 1984. 

Preet Chaudhary has been named chief of the Jane Anne 

Nohl Division of Hematology and Center for the Study of  

Blood Diseases at the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center  

and Hospital. He will be a part of the Department of Medicine at the 

Keck School of Medicine of USC. 

An internationally renowned physician-scientist, he joins the  

Trojan Family as professor of medicine at the Keck School, effective 

January 1, 2010, serving as co-leader of the Leukemia and Lymphoma 

Program and associate director for translational research at the USC 

Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

Chaudhary comes to USC from the University of Pittsburgh  

Cancer Institute, where he is professor of medicine, director for trans-

lational research, leader of the hematologic malignancies program and 

co-leader of the cancer stem cell program. He was recruited to USC 

after an extensive search led by Stuart Siegel, chief of the division of 

hematology-oncology at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles.

As chief of the Jane Anne Nohl Division of Hematology and Cen-

ter for the Study of Blood Diseases, Chaudhary has several priorities, 

including developing the division of hematology into a regional leader 

As chief of the Division of Surgical Oncology in the Department of 

Surgery at the Keck School of Medicine, Sener has several priorities,  

including incorporation of the new division into the administrative  

structure of the Department of Surgery.

He also plans to augment the breast cancer screening and clinical care 

program at USC, both on the Health Sciences Campus and in the greater 

Los Angeles community 

“I want to strengthen a clinical and basic research program that will be 

integrated with breast cancer clinical care, developing multidisciplinary 

programs that are designed to screen general and high-risk populations 

for cancer and facilitating care of newly diagnosed patients with USC 

physicians,” said Sener.

Sener has published over 80 peer-reviewed journal articles and numer-

ous books and book chapters. In addition, he serves as deputy editor of 

the Journal of Surgical Oncology and on the editorial boards of the Ameri-

can Journal of Surgery and the Journal of Clinical Oncology.

and center of excellence in the next three to five years, 

and a national leader in the next decade. 

He also plans to employ strategic recruitment in 

key areas and build on existing strengths of current 

members of the division. Chaudhary is also planning 

for expansion of the hematology practice at the USC 

Norris Cancer Hospital.

As a physician-scientist dedicated to hematologic 

oncology, Chaudhary has research interests in several 

areas of cancer, including AIDS-associated cancers, cancer drug 

resistance, biology of normal and leukemic hematopoietic stem cells, 

programmed cell death and cellular signaling. He also is interested 

in molecularly targeted and biological therapies for leukemias, lym-

phomas, multiple myeloma and solid tumors, and novel strategies to 

improve the outcome of stem cell transplantation. 

Chaudhary has published in top scientific journals and  

has been the recipient of numerous honors, fellowships and  

awards including election to the prestigious American Society  

for Clinical Investigation.

Renowned Breast Surgeon Joins Keck School Faculty

Distinguished Researcher to Lead Hematology

Dr. Preet Chaudhary
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t    
he Doheny Eye Institute and 

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, both 

staffed exclusively by USC physi-

cians, once again appeared in the national 

top 10 in U.S. News and World Report mag-

azine’s 20th annual rankings of “America’s 

Best Hospitals,” published recently. 

The Doheny Eye Institute ranked eighth 

in ophthalmology based on recommendations from specialists in 

ophthalmology for challenging cases and procedures. 

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles was one of only 10 children’s 

hospitals in the nation—and the only pediatric medical center on 

the West Coast—named to the national “Honor Roll” of chil-

dren’s hospitals in the United States. The ranking was published 

in the U.S. News & World Report 2009 “America’s Best Chil-

dren’s Hospitals” rankings published in June.

Other USC-affiliated hospitals included in the rankings are: 

USC University Hospital, USC Norris Cancer Hospital, and Rancho 

Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center. The rankings are 

categorized by medical specialty, with the top 50 medical centers 

listed for most specialties. 

USC University Hospital ranked 30th in gynecology out of 

1,500 hospitals surveyed, climbing 15 spots from last year, 

and 45th in neurology and neurosurgery out of 1,200 hospitals 

surveyed—up three spots from a year ago. Rancho Los Amigos 

ranked 18th in rehabilitation based on a survey of specialists, 

and USC Norris Cancer Hospital ranked 48th in cancer out of 

900 hospitals surveyed. 

“These rankings are a testament to the commitment to excel-

lence exhibited by all our Keck School of Medicine faculty and 

all staff connected to the clinical enterprise,” said Keck School 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “Congratulations to all on this impor-

tant recognition.”

The Best Hospitals guide ranks 174 medical centers nation-

wide in 16 specialties. To be eligible for the rankings, a hospital 

must be a teaching hospital that has at least 200 beds, or has 

at least 100 beds plus several key medical technologies, and is 

nominated in the magazine’s annual specialist survey. Hospital 

reputation, death rate, patient safety, nurse staffing and technol-

ogy are other factors taken into account.

In four specialties—including ophthalmology and rehabilita-

tion—ranking is based solely on reputation, derived from the 

three most recent physician surveys.

doheny, chLa score high  
in u.s. news Rankings
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Center, affiliated with the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer 

Center, and Department of Surgery. Another grant for $16.4 million 

(over five years) was awarded to the Center for Applied Molecular 

Medicine, a research unit affiliated with the USC Institute for  

Genetic Medicine and the Department of Medicine

 The recent federal grant success continues an upward trend as the 

Keck School celebrates a 9% surge in annual research funding from 

all grant sources during the fiscal year that ended June 30.

Fini said good planning and the recruitment of excellent junior 

research faculty and research chairs accounted for most of the in-

crease, which boosted the total of research dollars received to $195.5 

million, from $180.2 million.

Fini praised the grant productivity of longstanding faculty re-

searchers as key in maintaining a crucial level of funding, but added 

that the increase over last year’s funding “is mostly due to our new 

faculty hires—to strategizing and picking good people and support-

ing them once they get here.”

continued from page 1

Dr. Stephen Sener

Keck Research Funding Soars 

dept. name pi and co-investigatoRs sponsoR titLe amount

Henderson, Brian E.;  
Haiman, Christopher Alan;  

Stram, Daniel O.; Ingles, Sue

Pato, Carlos N;  
Pato, Michele T.

Jung, Jae U; Ou, Jing-Hsiung James

Huang, David

Tsukamoto, Hidekazu; Kaplowitz, Neil;  
Valente, Thomas; Asahina, Kinji;  
Kalra, Vijay K.; Machida, Keigo;  

Ji, Cheng; Lu, Shelly C.

Pato, Carlos N; Pato, Michele T.;  
Knowles, James A. 

Rodgers, Kathleen E.

Gates, Jerry D.Z

Rodgers, Kathleen E.; Hill, Colin K.; 
Louie, Stan G.; Dizerega, Gere S.

Henderson, Brian E.; Pike, Malcolm;  
Haiman, Christopher Alan

National Cancer Institute

National Institute of  
Mental Health

National Institute of Allergy  
and Infectious Diseases

National Eye Institute

National Institute of Alcohol  
Abuse and Alcoholism

Massachusetts General Hospital

National Institute of Allergy  
and Infectious Diseases

University of California,  
San Francisco

National Institute of Allergy  
and Infectious Diseases

University of Hawaii at Manoa

A Genome-Wide Association  
Study of Prostate Cancer  

in African Americans

Genomic Psychiatry Cohort 

Host-Pathogen Competition in  
IFN Mediated Antiviral Defense 

Advanced Imaging for Glaucoma 

Research Center for ALPD  
and Cirrhosis

The International Cohort  
Collection of Bipolar

NorLeu3-A(1-7): Enhanced  
Recovery of Radiation Burns

Pacific AIDS Education  
and Training Center

A(17)-Mediated Mitigation of Radiation  
Induced Thrombocytopenia

Multiethnic/Minority Cohort  
Study of Diet and Cancer

$3,454,975 

$2,353,669 

$1,969,262 

$1,861,441 

$1,620,000 

$978,001 

$942,319 

$921,724 

$907,390 

$898,653

ZNI

ZNI

MMI

Ophthalmology

Pathology

ZNI

OB/Gyn

Family Medicine

OB/Gyn

ZNI

Healthcare Providers and Systems (HCAHPS) and the Dartmouth Atlas 

of Healthcare, assess hospitals based on criteria including: patient 

communication with doctors and nurses, pain management, information 

about medications, discharge information, and whether patients would 

recommend the hospital to family and friends.

Both USC University Hospital and USC Norris Cancer Hospital rated 

well above average in categories of physician and nurse communica-

tion, as well as pain management, attentiveness of staff and cleanli-

ness of rooms.

“It’s an honor to know that our patients think so highly of us, and 

this is due to the dedication of our hospital personnel and physicians,” 

said Mitch Creem, CEO, USC University Hospital and USC Norris Cancer 

Hospital. “The ratings show us we’re going in the right direction and will 

help us focus on improving and enhancing the patient experience across 

the USC clinical enterprise. Providing great service to our patients is our 

highest priority.”

consumer Reports Ranks  
usc’s hospitals as Best in L.a.

She cited as especially important the contributions of junior 

faculty recruited in the last few years—and also the efforts of new 

chairs and research leaders such as Jae Jung, professor and chair 

of the Department of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology; 

Carlos Pato, chair of the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 

Sciences; and Michele Pato, the Della Martin Chair in Psychiatry.

Fini credited USC’s commitment to growth at the medical school 

and Keck School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito’s direction and imple-

mentation of good business practices for the rise.

She noted that research funding increased 3% in FY 2007-2008 

and jumped 9% in FY 2008-2009 and added, “I feel confident  

that this is not a fluke, but a trend—and I project further increases 

next year.”

Fini said that the Keck School’s research grant growth “is one of 

the major things that defines us. It’s money, but it’s also a symbol 

of who we are—our stature. It helps attract high quality faculty and 

students, and it’s a testament to our outstanding research.”

Top 10 Grants To Keck School July 1, 2008—July 1, 2009
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