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Medicine of USC. It will also enhance our ability to collaborate with 

other faculty across the university.” 

Puliafito described the new Institute for Global Health as a 

catalyst for such collaboration. 

“The Institute for Global Health will pull together USC faculty 

across numerous schools, all of whom have research interests in the 

arena of global health. Jon Samet’s expertise and experience are a 

perfect fit for USC,” he said. 

Samet views the environment as the focal point for the new 

institute’s activities. “The damage done to the environment by human 

activities is no longer a ‘quiet crisis,’ ” he said. “The institute should 

move forward with an agenda of capacity building, research and 

policy formulation that will have immediate and profound impact.” 

With annual federal research funding of $35 million, the Keck 

School’s Department of Preventive Medicine has the largest grant 

portfolio of any such department in a U.S. medical school. 

Puliafito noted Samet’s key role in promoting the training of clini-

cal research leaders at the Keck School. “As a clinician scientist himself 

and as someone who has taught almost 800 Master of Public Health 

graduates at Hopkins, Jon Samet is a unique asset in our quest in making 

the development of clinician-scientists a high priority.” 

At Johns Hopkins, Samet chairs the oldest and largest department 

of epidemiology in the country; the department has global reach in its 

training and research missions. The university’s global health activities 

are extensive and collaborative and give emphasis to infectious diseases. 

Samet views his experience at Johns Hopkins as particularly 

relevant to USC, where he hopes to establish multidisciplinary col-

laborations that extend across departments and schools. 

According to Samet, his decision to join the USC faculty was 

based on the opportunity to chair the Department of Preventive 

Medicine, one of the leading such departments within a medical 

school, and at the same time to lead the development of a model 

institute for multidisciplinary collaboration in global health. 

“I found a perfect match between my view of needs in global health 

and what USC wanted to accomplish as an institution,” Samet said. 

A native of Newport News, Va., Samet earned his medi-

cal degree at the University of Rochester School of Medicine and 

Dentistry in 1970. He completed a master’s of science at the Harvard 

School of Public Health in 1977 and earned a bachelor’s in chemistry 

and physics at Harvard University in 1966. 

Among numerous honors, Samet has received two U.S. Surgeon 

General’s Medallions in 1990 and 2006. 

U.S. News & World Report Recognizes USC-Affiliated Hospitals

Four USC-affiliated 

hospitals placed 

among the best in the 

nation in the U.S. News 

& World Report maga-

zine’s 19th annual rank-

ings of “America’s Best 

Hospitals” published in 

the July 21 issue. USC-

affiliated hospitals in-

cluded in the rankings 

are: USC/Norris Can-

cer Hospital, USC University Hospital, Doheny Eye Institute 

and Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center.

Rankings for pediatric facilities appeared separately in the 

magazine’s June 9 “America’s Best Children’s Hospital” issue. 

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles (CHLA), which is staffed by 

USC faculty physicians, was ranked ninth among 143 children’s 

hospitals and medical centers in the nation. 

“The Keck School of Medicine of USC salutes our dedicated 

physicians whose work in all of these hospitals is recognized by 

rankings such as these, among many other awards and honors,” 

said Carmen A. Puliafito, dean of the Keck School of Medicine at 

USC. “Our faculty physicians, who work at hospitals throughout 

the Los Angeles area, demonstrate every day their commitment to 

the highest standards of patient care.”

The rankings are categorized by medical specialty, with the 

top 50 medical centers listed for most specialties. Doheny ranked 

seventh in ophthalmology, climbing one spot from a ranking of 

eighth in 2007.

Rancho Los Amigos ranked 16th in rehabilitation, and USC/

Norris ranked 45th in cancer, appearing on the annual list for the 

first time this year. University Hospital ranked 45th in gynecology 

and 49th in neurology and neurosurgery. 
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Jonathan Samet, one of the world’s leading public health experts, has been 

named founding director of the new USC Institute for Global Health and 

chairman of the Department of Preventive Medicine at the Keck School 

   of Medicine of USC. 

Keck School Dean Carmen        

Puliafito, on behalf of USC Provost    

C. L. Max Nikias, announced the      

appointment, effective Nov. 1. 

Samet comes to USC from the 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 

of Public Health. An international 

authority on the effects of smoking 

and of air pollution, he has served 

as professor and chairman of the 

Department of Epidemiology at Johns 

Hopkins since 1994. 

For the last 10 years, he also has 

directed the Institute for Global To-

bacco Control at Johns Hopkins. 

Elected to the prestigious Institute of Medicine of the National 

Academy of Sciences in 1997, Samet has contributed to many of the 

U.S. Surgeon General’s reports and was the senior scientific editor for 

the 2004 and 2006 reports on active and passive smoking, respectively. 

He has worked actively to promote tobacco control around the 

world, particularly in China and Mexico. He also has addressed some 

of the most critical issues in indoor and outdoor air pollution, such as 

lung cancer and radon, and airborne particles and health. Studies done 

by Samet and his colleagues have been critical in setting air quality stan-

dards for particles and ozone. 

“We are thrilled to bring to the University of Southern California 

an academic health leader of the stature of Jon Samet,” Puliafito said. 

“His international reputation for scientific excellence in the interest 

of global health involves a tremendous track record of leadership on 

scientific and advisory boards. It also includes a stellar roster of scien-

tific publications and a deep commitment to excellence in the quest for 

improved public health around the globe. 

“His appointment will generate significant momentum as we 

expand and strengthen the research enterprise at the Keck School of 
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USC Trojan Football Coach Pete Carroll is featured in 

a new campaign kicking off this fall to promote the 

Doctors of USC.

 The campaign images, shot earlier this summer, 

will appear in a short video to be shown in the Coli-

seum at home football games and in print ads in the 

football program. Carroll is shown seated in the wait-

ing area of a doctor’s office, engaged in conversation 

with a female patient who is excited to see him.

 While the woman marvels that Coach Carroll could 

see any doctor he wants to see, the coach confirms 

 

that he can and he does. The Doctors of USC are the 

health care providers for all the Trojan athletes. 

 “We are grateful to Coach Carroll for his participation,” 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito said.  “USC has a winning 

football team and also a winning team of physicians.”

 The “See the Doctors Coach Carroll Sees” cam-

paign continues the award-winning “See the Doctors 

They See” campaign created last year. That campaign 

features two actors posing as Trojan football players in 

full gear, reading magazines in a clinic waiting area.  

Another ad depicts a Trojan basketball player in  

uniform on a treadmill, with a physician looking on.

Coach Carroll Lends his support to doctors of usC
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Dean Carmen Puliafito was on hand to 
thank USC Trojan Football Coach Pete 
Carroll for his participation in a video and 
photo shoot to promote The Doctors of USC. 

department of preventive Medicine:

> Build on long-standing strengths

> Expand links with clinical researchers

> Explore ideas for initiatives with Institute for Global Health

> Broaden educational programs

> Plan strategically for future research funding

institute for Global health:

> Focus on environment

>  Focus on chronic diseases of obesity, diabetes,  

heart and lung disease

> Take multidisciplinary approach

> Explore collaboration with Asia-Pacific rim nations

samet’s strategic directions

1Judy and Larry Freeman are joined by Dean 
Puliafito to celebrate the naming of the Judy 
and Larry Freeman Cancer Day Hospital, an 
outpatient facility located on the first floor of the 
USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

2Dean Puliafito poses with USC alum  
Dr. Charles L. Johnston ’45, his wife Mary  
Jo Johnston, and Michael Mayne, Keck School 
director of alumni relations, at a USC Alumni 
Association health program in San Francisco.

3U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (left; 29th District, 
California) was the featured guest at a reception  
hosted by Dean Puliafito in his home for Keck  
research faculty. 

4 First-year medical students (from left:  
Kavel Visrodia, Anita Damodaran and  
Priyanka Kadam) enjoy Dean Puliafito’s  
hospitality at a new student social held at  
his home with festive food, music and games.
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The Institute for Global Health will pull together USC faculty across numerous 

schools, all of whom have research interests in the arena of global health. Jon 

Samet’s expertise and experience are a perfect fit for USC.” 

“

Dr. Jonathan Samet



Henri R. Ford has been named to the position of Vice Dean for 

Medical Education at the Keck School of Medicine. 

“As vice president and chief of surgery at Childrens Hospital Los 

Angeles, Dr. Ford has shown exceptional leadership,” said Carmen A. 

Puliafito, dean of the Keck School. “As a profes-

sor in the Department of Surgery at the Keck 

School of Medicine, he has been an important 

role model for young physicians and medical 

students. Together, these outstanding traits will 

help Dr. Ford advance the medical school’s edu-

cational mission.”

 Ford has been a part of Childrens Hospital 

Los Angeles and the Keck School of Medicine 

since 2005. Prior to that, he was professor and 

chief of the Division of Pediatric Surgery and 

surgeon-in-chief at Children’s Hospital of Pitts-

burgh and the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. 

In his new role, Ford will develop and implement curriculum, 

strengthen research opportunities for medical students, increase the 

proportion of students who spend a fifth year doing full-time research, 

develop a strategic plan for medical education and oversee the School’s 

application for accreditation by the Liaison Committee on Medical Educa-

tion (LCME), among other important dutties. 

“I am deeply honored to have been selected to serve as the Vice Dean 

for Medical Education at the Keck School,” said Ford. “I accept this  

appointment with great trepidation and humility, because I recognize the 

magnitude of the task at hand and the significance of this position. For 

what could be more important to the mission of the school of medicine 

than the education of its medical students?”

Ford succeeds Clive Taylor, who has served as Senior Associate Dean 

for Educational Affairs with distinction since 1997. 

“My predecessor, Dr. Clive Taylor, has done a magnificent job as Se-

nior Associate Dean for Educational Affairs over the past decade. I hope 

to build on the strong foundation that he has created and work with the 

outstanding staff that he has assembled to take the office to new heights,” 

said Ford. “It is my hope that the Keck School of Medicine will not only at-

tract and train the best medical students in the country, but also become the 

training ground for future leaders of American medicine.”  

Under Taylor’s leadership, the Office of Educational Affairs revised the 

Year I-II medical school curriculum and improved United States Medical 

Licensing Examination (USMLE) test scores among students. The class of 

2009 averaged 233 points against a national mean of 218.

New Faces on Campus
Ford Named Vice Dean for Medical Education

Martha Gray to Develop Health Sciences & Technology

Highly accomplished bioengineer Martha L. Gray,  

who has served for more than a decade as the MIT 

director of the Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences 

and Technology (HST), will be joining the Keck School of 

Medicine on Sept. 1 as visiting associate dean for Health 

Sciences & Technology.  

Gray will be charged with developing HST @ USC,  

a program designed to integrate science, medicine, and  

engineering to solve problems in human health. The  

program is a joint effort between the Viterbi School of  

Engineering and the Keck School  of Medicine.

“With its enviable breadth, both within 

the schools of engineering and medicine and 

across the university, USC is well positioned to 

create a distinctive, elite, academic enterprise 

focusing on opportunities at the convergence 

of medicine and engineering,” noted Gray, 

adding, “I look forward to working with the 

faculty, students, and staff at USC to develop 

strategies to realize this vision.” 

             

Keck School Tallies $116.5 Million in Gifts for FY08

The Keck School of Medicine of USC surpassed last 

year’s fundraising tally by 75 percent in FY08, rais-

ing $116.5 million in philanthropic contributions.

 “The financial gifts received in the fiscal year just 

ended will help to continue the Keck School’s pursuit of 

excellence in teaching, research and clinical care,” said 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “We are deeply appreciative of 

the confidence these donors have placed in the school.”

The largest gift received this year was the $60 million 

gift from the estate of Jane Anne Nohl, which was the 

sixth largest gift in the university’s history. That bequest 

has created the Jane Anne Nohl Division of Hematology 

and Center for the Study of Blood Diseases at the USC/

Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. The gift provides 

the resources for attracting new outstanding faculty and 

for the education and training of new clinical scientists.

Additional donations included a $10 million gift 

from the Kenneth T. & Eileen L. Norris Foundation for 

the USC Epigenome Center, a $5 million gift from busi-

nessman Larry Freeman and his wife Judy to name the 

Judy and Larry Freeman Cancer Day Hospital, and a $5 

million gift from the L.K. Whittier Foundation to extend 

funding of the L.K. Whittier Foundation Innovative Tai-

lored Therapies Initiative at USC/Norris Comprehensive 

Cancer Center.

Senior Executive Director of Development William 

Loadvine noted that many of the gifts were the result of 

considerable time and effort. “Thanks to the dedicated ef-

forts of staff and faculty, the Keck School continues to 

attract substantial donors who are engaged in the work of 

this School,” said Loadvine. “In order to establish the Keck 

School as a premier education and research institution, it is 

imperative that we build on this fundraising success.” 

The total of $116.5 million represents an increase of more 

than 75 percent over the previous fiscal year, which tallied 

$65.4 million for the Keck School. 

Combined with donations received by affiliated institutions, 

including Childrens Hospital Los Angeles and Doheny Eye 

Institute, the total raised in the last year adds up to more than 

$186 million. Since 1999, the year that USC President Steven 

B. Sample unveiled a new 10-year fundraising initiative, the 

Keck School and affiliated hospitals have raised more than $1.55 

billion. The initiative began with the W.M. Keck Foundation’s 

historic naming gift of $110 million to the school.

For many medical students, their four years of study go by in a 

blur of lectures, labs and clinical care. Students wishing to pur-

sue careers in academic research can be hard-pressed to find the time 

and opportunity to gain needed experience. 

Thanks to a new scholarship, however, four Keck School of 

Medicine students will have a whole year to pursue their dreams of 

scientific discovery.

The first Dean’s Research Scholarships were awarded in May to 

Matthew MacDougal, Walavan Sivakumar and Taryn Elise Travis. 

Each received a $22,000 research stipend allowing him to spend the 

year conducting basic science or clinical research.

“It is critically important that our medical students have the op-

portunity to immerse themselves in research,” said Keck School of 

Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “Our goal is to eventually have 

at least 10 percent of a medical school class—15 to 20 students—

spend a fifth year doing basic science or clinical research.”

Each of the students is partnering with a faculty member to 

pursue innovative research projects that have the potential to improve 

patient care in years to come. 

Braxton, who just finished his third year of medical school, will 

work with Martin Pera, director of the Eli and Edythe Broad Center 

for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine, to study protein cell cycle regula-

tion and the liver. 

“We’re looking at potential embryonic stem cell therapies to regenerate 

cirrhotic liver tissue, or livers with genetic defects,” said Braxton.

Sivakumar, who also just completed his third year, will study a par-

ticular form of brain tumor, glioblastoma multiforme, with Thomas Chen, 

associate professor of neurosurgery and co-director of the USC/Norris 

Neuro-Oncology Program. 

“It’s the most common brain tumor, with the poorest prognosis,” said 

Sivakumar. “By better understanding what makes this tumor so resistant 

to treatment, we can look to improve current treatments, and create better 

ones, hopefully leading to better outcomes for patients.”

Matthew MacDougall turned down an opportunity at the Howard 

Hughes Medical Institute to stay at USC for a fifth year. Working with 

Charles Liu, assistant professor of neurological surgery, MacDougall will 

study artificial extracellular matrix proteins and their potential as therapy  

for brain injuries or degeneration. 

“Without this scholarship, I would be in D.C., working on a project 

that was completely brand new. I’d be building this project, and at the end 

of the year, have no tangible results,” said MacDougall. “By staying at USC, 

I’m working on established projects with established relationships. I’ve only 

been working for a few days, and I already feel like I’m doing real science.”

Fourth-year student Taryn Elise Travis will work with Dr. Warren 

Garner, associate professor of surgery, focusing on plastic surgery with an 

emphasis on the care of burn patients. Travis’s research is geared to further-

ing our knowledge of wound healing and the regeneration of skin append-

ages with the promise of enhancing the lives of severe burn survivors.

“Wound healing is clearly essential across surgical fields but is espe-

cially critical in burns,” said Travis. “This is important to me, as my aim is to 

become a plastic surgeon specializing in acute and reconstructive burn care.”

The Dean’s Research Scholarships are a key component of Dean  

Puliafito’s strategy to recruit a new generation of research scientists and 

build USC’s research portfolio. 

“I want to pursue a career in academic research and this is really my 

best chance to establish the research background needed,” said Braxton. 

“There aren’t a lot of avenues to help medical students with the resources 

needed to devote the time and energy to important research, and that’s why 

this scholarship is so important.”

New Keck School Scholarships 
     Spur Research Dreams

Scholarship recipients Walavan Sivakumar (left), Matthew MacDougall  
(center right) and David Braxton (right) meet with Keck School Dean  
Carmen A. Puliafito to discuss their research plans for the upcoming year.

“ Thanks to the dedicated efforts of staff and faculty, the Keck School continues 

to attract substantial donors who are engaged in the work of this School”

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito recently outlined the 
following fundraising priorities for the Keck 
School of Medicine:

> Fully developing the USC Academic Medical Center

>  Capital funding for the Eli and Edythe Broad  

CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine and  

Stem Cell Research at USC

>  Programming funding for stem cell research 

> Increasing availability of student scholarships 

>  Establishing a Doctors of USC satellite facility 

in Beverly Hills 

> Building a new HSC Student Fitness Center

>  Increasing unrestricted gifts to fund additional  

programs and projects as needed.

Dr. Henri Ford

Dr. Martha Gray
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cational mission.”

 Ford has been a part of Childrens Hospital 

Los Angeles and the Keck School of Medicine 

since 2005. Prior to that, he was professor and 

chief of the Division of Pediatric Surgery and 

surgeon-in-chief at Children’s Hospital of Pitts-

burgh and the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. 

In his new role, Ford will develop and implement curriculum, 

strengthen research opportunities for medical students, increase the 

proportion of students who spend a fifth year doing full-time research, 

develop a strategic plan for medical education and oversee the School’s 

application for accreditation by the Liaison Committee on Medical Educa-

tion (LCME), among other important dutties. 

“I am deeply honored to have been selected to serve as the Vice Dean 

for Medical Education at the Keck School,” said Ford. “I accept this  

appointment with great trepidation and humility, because I recognize the 

magnitude of the task at hand and the significance of this position. For 

what could be more important to the mission of the school of medicine 

than the education of its medical students?”

Ford succeeds Clive Taylor, who has served as Senior Associate Dean 

for Educational Affairs with distinction since 1997. 

“My predecessor, Dr. Clive Taylor, has done a magnificent job as Se-

nior Associate Dean for Educational Affairs over the past decade. I hope 

to build on the strong foundation that he has created and work with the 

outstanding staff that he has assembled to take the office to new heights,” 

said Ford. “It is my hope that the Keck School of Medicine will not only at-

tract and train the best medical students in the country, but also become the 

training ground for future leaders of American medicine.”  

Under Taylor’s leadership, the Office of Educational Affairs revised the 

Year I-II medical school curriculum and improved United States Medical 

Licensing Examination (USMLE) test scores among students. The class of 

2009 averaged 233 points against a national mean of 218.
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Martha Gray to Develop Health Sciences & Technology

Highly accomplished bioengineer Martha L. Gray,  

who has served for more than a decade as the MIT 

director of the Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences 

and Technology (HST), will be joining the Keck School of 

Medicine on Sept. 1 as visiting associate dean for Health 

Sciences & Technology.  

Gray will be charged with developing HST @ USC,  

a program designed to integrate science, medicine, and  

engineering to solve problems in human health. The  

program is a joint effort between the Viterbi School of  

Engineering and the Keck School  of Medicine.

“With its enviable breadth, both within 

the schools of engineering and medicine and 

across the university, USC is well positioned to 

create a distinctive, elite, academic enterprise 

focusing on opportunities at the convergence 

of medicine and engineering,” noted Gray, 

adding, “I look forward to working with the 

faculty, students, and staff at USC to develop 

strategies to realize this vision.” 

             

Keck School Tallies $116.5 Million in Gifts for FY08

The Keck School of Medicine of USC surpassed last 

year’s fundraising tally by 75 percent in FY08, rais-

ing $116.5 million in philanthropic contributions.

 “The financial gifts received in the fiscal year just 

ended will help to continue the Keck School’s pursuit of 

excellence in teaching, research and clinical care,” said 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “We are deeply appreciative of 

the confidence these donors have placed in the school.”

The largest gift received this year was the $60 million 

gift from the estate of Jane Anne Nohl, which was the 

sixth largest gift in the university’s history. That bequest 

has created the Jane Anne Nohl Division of Hematology 

and Center for the Study of Blood Diseases at the USC/

Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. The gift provides 

the resources for attracting new outstanding faculty and 

for the education and training of new clinical scientists.

Additional donations included a $10 million gift 

from the Kenneth T. & Eileen L. Norris Foundation for 

the USC Epigenome Center, a $5 million gift from busi-

nessman Larry Freeman and his wife Judy to name the 

Judy and Larry Freeman Cancer Day Hospital, and a $5 

million gift from the L.K. Whittier Foundation to extend 

funding of the L.K. Whittier Foundation Innovative Tai-

lored Therapies Initiative at USC/Norris Comprehensive 

Cancer Center.

Senior Executive Director of Development William 

Loadvine noted that many of the gifts were the result of 

considerable time and effort. “Thanks to the dedicated ef-

forts of staff and faculty, the Keck School continues to 

attract substantial donors who are engaged in the work of 

this School,” said Loadvine. “In order to establish the Keck 

School as a premier education and research institution, it is 

imperative that we build on this fundraising success.” 

The total of $116.5 million represents an increase of more 

than 75 percent over the previous fiscal year, which tallied 

$65.4 million for the Keck School. 

Combined with donations received by affiliated institutions, 

including Childrens Hospital Los Angeles and Doheny Eye 

Institute, the total raised in the last year adds up to more than 

$186 million. Since 1999, the year that USC President Steven 

B. Sample unveiled a new 10-year fundraising initiative, the 

Keck School and affiliated hospitals have raised more than $1.55 

billion. The initiative began with the W.M. Keck Foundation’s 

historic naming gift of $110 million to the school.

For many medical students, their four years of study go by in a 

blur of lectures, labs and clinical care. Students wishing to pur-

sue careers in academic research can be hard-pressed to find the time 

and opportunity to gain needed experience. 

Thanks to a new scholarship, however, four Keck School of 

Medicine students will have a whole year to pursue their dreams of 

scientific discovery.

The first Dean’s Research Scholarships were awarded in May to 

Matthew MacDougal, Walavan Sivakumar and Taryn Elise Travis. 

Each received a $22,000 research stipend allowing him to spend the 

year conducting basic science or clinical research.

“It is critically important that our medical students have the op-

portunity to immerse themselves in research,” said Keck School of 

Medicine Dean Carmen A. Puliafito. “Our goal is to eventually have 

at least 10 percent of a medical school class—15 to 20 students—

spend a fifth year doing basic science or clinical research.”

Each of the students is partnering with a faculty member to 

pursue innovative research projects that have the potential to improve 

patient care in years to come. 

Braxton, who just finished his third year of medical school, will 

work with Martin Pera, director of the Eli and Edythe Broad Center 

for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine, to study protein cell cycle regula-

tion and the liver. 

“We’re looking at potential embryonic stem cell therapies to regenerate 

cirrhotic liver tissue, or livers with genetic defects,” said Braxton.

Sivakumar, who also just completed his third year, will study a par-

ticular form of brain tumor, glioblastoma multiforme, with Thomas Chen, 

associate professor of neurosurgery and co-director of the USC/Norris 

Neuro-Oncology Program. 

“It’s the most common brain tumor, with the poorest prognosis,” said 

Sivakumar. “By better understanding what makes this tumor so resistant 

to treatment, we can look to improve current treatments, and create better 

ones, hopefully leading to better outcomes for patients.”

Matthew MacDougall turned down an opportunity at the Howard 

Hughes Medical Institute to stay at USC for a fifth year. Working with 

Charles Liu, assistant professor of neurological surgery, MacDougall will 

study artificial extracellular matrix proteins and their potential as therapy  

for brain injuries or degeneration. 

“Without this scholarship, I would be in D.C., working on a project 

that was completely brand new. I’d be building this project, and at the end 

of the year, have no tangible results,” said MacDougall. “By staying at USC, 

I’m working on established projects with established relationships. I’ve only 

been working for a few days, and I already feel like I’m doing real science.”

Fourth-year student Taryn Elise Travis will work with Dr. Warren 

Garner, associate professor of surgery, focusing on plastic surgery with an 

emphasis on the care of burn patients. Travis’s research is geared to further-

ing our knowledge of wound healing and the regeneration of skin append-

ages with the promise of enhancing the lives of severe burn survivors.

“Wound healing is clearly essential across surgical fields but is espe-

cially critical in burns,” said Travis. “This is important to me, as my aim is to 

become a plastic surgeon specializing in acute and reconstructive burn care.”

The Dean’s Research Scholarships are a key component of Dean  

Puliafito’s strategy to recruit a new generation of research scientists and 

build USC’s research portfolio. 

“I want to pursue a career in academic research and this is really my 

best chance to establish the research background needed,” said Braxton. 

“There aren’t a lot of avenues to help medical students with the resources 

needed to devote the time and energy to important research, and that’s why 

this scholarship is so important.”

New Keck School Scholarships 
     Spur Research Dreams

Scholarship recipients Walavan Sivakumar (left), Matthew MacDougall  
(center right) and David Braxton (right) meet with Keck School Dean  
Carmen A. Puliafito to discuss their research plans for the upcoming year.

“ Thanks to the dedicated efforts of staff and faculty, the Keck School continues 

to attract substantial donors who are engaged in the work of this School”

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito recently outlined the 
following fundraising priorities for the Keck 
School of Medicine:

> Fully developing the USC Academic Medical Center

>  Capital funding for the Eli and Edythe Broad  

CIRM Center for Regenerative Medicine and  

Stem Cell Research at USC

>  Programming funding for stem cell research 

> Increasing availability of student scholarships 

>  Establishing a Doctors of USC satellite facility 

in Beverly Hills 

> Building a new HSC Student Fitness Center

>  Increasing unrestricted gifts to fund additional  

programs and projects as needed.

Dr. Henri Ford

Dr. Martha Gray
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Medicine of USC. It will also enhance our ability to collaborate with 

other faculty across the university.” 

Puliafito described the new Institute for Global Health as a 

catalyst for such collaboration. 

“The Institute for Global Health will pull together USC faculty 

across numerous schools, all of whom have research interests in the 

arena of global health. Jon Samet’s expertise and experience are a 

perfect fit for USC,” he said. 

Samet views the environment as the focal point for the new 

institute’s activities. “The damage done to the environment by human 

activities is no longer a ‘quiet crisis,’ ” he said. “The institute should 

move forward with an agenda of capacity building, research and 

policy formulation that will have immediate and profound impact.” 

With annual federal research funding of $35 million, the Keck 

School’s Department of Preventive Medicine has the largest grant 

portfolio of any such department in a U.S. medical school. 

Puliafito noted Samet’s key role in promoting the training of clini-

cal research leaders at the Keck School. “As a clinician scientist himself 

and as someone who has taught almost 800 Master of Public Health 

graduates at Hopkins, Jon Samet is a unique asset in our quest in making 

the development of clinician-scientists a high priority.” 

At Johns Hopkins, Samet chairs the oldest and largest department 

of epidemiology in the country; the department has global reach in its 

training and research missions. The university’s global health activities 

are extensive and collaborative and give emphasis to infectious diseases. 

Samet views his experience at Johns Hopkins as particularly 

relevant to USC, where he hopes to establish multidisciplinary col-

laborations that extend across departments and schools. 

According to Samet, his decision to join the USC faculty was 

based on the opportunity to chair the Department of Preventive 

Medicine, one of the leading such departments within a medical 

school, and at the same time to lead the development of a model 

institute for multidisciplinary collaboration in global health. 

“I found a perfect match between my view of needs in global health 

and what USC wanted to accomplish as an institution,” Samet said. 

A native of Newport News, Va., Samet earned his medi-

cal degree at the University of Rochester School of Medicine and 

Dentistry in 1970. He completed a master’s of science at the Harvard 

School of Public Health in 1977 and earned a bachelor’s in chemistry 

and physics at Harvard University in 1966. 

Among numerous honors, Samet has received two U.S. Surgeon 

General’s Medallions in 1990 and 2006. 

U.S. News & World Report Recognizes USC-Affiliated Hospitals

Four USC-affiliated 

hospitals placed 

among the best in the 

nation in the U.S. News 

& World Report maga-

zine’s 19th annual rank-

ings of “America’s Best 

Hospitals” published in 

the July 21 issue. USC-

affiliated hospitals in-

cluded in the rankings 

are: USC/Norris Can-

cer Hospital, USC University Hospital, Doheny Eye Institute 

and Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center.

Rankings for pediatric facilities appeared separately in the 

magazine’s June 9 “America’s Best Children’s Hospital” issue. 

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles (CHLA), which is staffed by 

USC faculty physicians, was ranked ninth among 143 children’s 

hospitals and medical centers in the nation. 

“The Keck School of Medicine of USC salutes our dedicated 

physicians whose work in all of these hospitals is recognized by 

rankings such as these, among many other awards and honors,” 

said Carmen A. Puliafito, dean of the Keck School of Medicine at 

USC. “Our faculty physicians, who work at hospitals throughout 

the Los Angeles area, demonstrate every day their commitment to 

the highest standards of patient care.”

The rankings are categorized by medical specialty, with the 

top 50 medical centers listed for most specialties. Doheny ranked 

seventh in ophthalmology, climbing one spot from a ranking of 

eighth in 2007.

Rancho Los Amigos ranked 16th in rehabilitation, and USC/

Norris ranked 45th in cancer, appearing on the annual list for the 

first time this year. University Hospital ranked 45th in gynecology 

and 49th in neurology and neurosurgery. 
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Jonathan Samet, one of the world’s leading public health experts, has been 

named founding director of the new USC Institute for Global Health and 

chairman of the Department of Preventive Medicine at the Keck School 

   of Medicine of USC. 

Keck School Dean Carmen        

Puliafito, on behalf of USC Provost    

C. L. Max Nikias, announced the      

appointment, effective Nov. 1. 

Samet comes to USC from the 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 

of Public Health. An international 

authority on the effects of smoking 

and of air pollution, he has served 

as professor and chairman of the 

Department of Epidemiology at Johns 

Hopkins since 1994. 

For the last 10 years, he also has 

directed the Institute for Global To-

bacco Control at Johns Hopkins. 

Elected to the prestigious Institute of Medicine of the National 

Academy of Sciences in 1997, Samet has contributed to many of the 

U.S. Surgeon General’s reports and was the senior scientific editor for 

the 2004 and 2006 reports on active and passive smoking, respectively. 

He has worked actively to promote tobacco control around the 

world, particularly in China and Mexico. He also has addressed some 

of the most critical issues in indoor and outdoor air pollution, such as 

lung cancer and radon, and airborne particles and health. Studies done 

by Samet and his colleagues have been critical in setting air quality stan-

dards for particles and ozone. 

“We are thrilled to bring to the University of Southern California 

an academic health leader of the stature of Jon Samet,” Puliafito said. 

“His international reputation for scientific excellence in the interest 

of global health involves a tremendous track record of leadership on 

scientific and advisory boards. It also includes a stellar roster of scien-

tific publications and a deep commitment to excellence in the quest for 

improved public health around the globe. 

“His appointment will generate significant momentum as we 

expand and strengthen the research enterprise at the Keck School of 

International Leader in Health to Join USC

USC Trojan Football Coach Pete Carroll is featured in 

a new campaign kicking off this fall to promote the 

Doctors of USC.

 The campaign images, shot earlier this summer, 

will appear in a short video to be shown in the Coli-

seum at home football games and in print ads in the 

football program. Carroll is shown seated in the wait-

ing area of a doctor’s office, engaged in conversation 

with a female patient who is excited to see him.

 While the woman marvels that Coach Carroll could 

see any doctor he wants to see, the coach confirms 

 

that he can and he does. The Doctors of USC are the 

health care providers for all the Trojan athletes. 

 “We are grateful to Coach Carroll for his participation,” 

Dean Carmen A. Puliafito said.  “USC has a winning 

football team and also a winning team of physicians.”

 The “See the Doctors Coach Carroll Sees” cam-

paign continues the award-winning “See the Doctors 

They See” campaign created last year. That campaign 

features two actors posing as Trojan football players in 

full gear, reading magazines in a clinic waiting area.  

Another ad depicts a Trojan basketball player in  

uniform on a treadmill, with a physician looking on.

Coach Carroll Lends his support to doctors of usC
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Dean Carmen Puliafito was on hand to 
thank USC Trojan Football Coach Pete 
Carroll for his participation in a video and 
photo shoot to promote The Doctors of USC. 

department of preventive Medicine:

> Build on long-standing strengths

> Expand links with clinical researchers

> Explore ideas for initiatives with Institute for Global Health

> Broaden educational programs

> Plan strategically for future research funding

institute for Global health:

> Focus on environment

>  Focus on chronic diseases of obesity, diabetes,  

heart and lung disease

> Take multidisciplinary approach

> Explore collaboration with Asia-Pacific rim nations

samet’s strategic directions

1Judy and Larry Freeman are joined by Dean 
Puliafito to celebrate the naming of the Judy 
and Larry Freeman Cancer Day Hospital, an 
outpatient facility located on the first floor of the 
USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

2Dean Puliafito poses with USC alum  
Dr. Charles L. Johnston ’45, his wife Mary  
Jo Johnston, and Michael Mayne, Keck School 
director of alumni relations, at a USC Alumni 
Association health program in San Francisco.

3U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (left; 29th District, 
California) was the featured guest at a reception  
hosted by Dean Puliafito in his home for Keck  
research faculty. 

4 First-year medical students (from left:  
Kavel Visrodia, Anita Damodaran and  
Priyanka Kadam) enjoy Dean Puliafito’s  
hospitality at a new student social held at  
his home with festive food, music and games.
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The Institute for Global Health will pull together USC faculty across numerous 

schools, all of whom have research interests in the arena of global health. Jon 

Samet’s expertise and experience are a perfect fit for USC.” 

“

Dr. Jonathan Samet
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The Institute for Global Health will pull together USC faculty across numerous 

schools, all of whom have research interests in the arena of global health. Jon 

Samet’s expertise and experience are a perfect fit for USC.” 

“

Dr. Jonathan Samet




