
$79 Million in Seven Weeks

 The philanthropic gift was coordinated by Larry Kelly, a 

long-time friend of Mrs. Nohl and her estate trustee. Mrs. 

Nohl passed away earlier this year. She chose USC/Norris 

and the hematology division because of the outstanding 

care given to Kelly by Don Feinstein, M.D., professor of 

medicine at the Keck School. 

     “When I came to Dr. Feinstein after I became ill, he 

really did save my life,” says Kelly. 

    Throughout its 50-year history, USC’s Division  

of Hematology has been recognized for its outstand- 

ing research, patient care and excellence in teaching 

medical students. 

    “He took a look at me and did some tests. Jane knew I 

wasn’t feeling well. She saw me after Dr. Feinstein treated 

me and was amazed. That’s when she decided to direct the 

majority of her charity to the USC/Norris Comprehen-

sive Cancer Center with very specific instructions that she 

wanted it to go to the hematology division for research.”

    Feinstein is a professor of medicine in the Division

of Hematology at the Keck School of Medicine. He re-

ceived his M.D. from Stanford University and served his 

residency at Los Angeles County+USC Medical Center 

and a fellowship at New York University and has been at 

USC for more than 40 years. He is a pioneer in the area 

of blood-related cancer.
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    “This gift provides us with tremendous opportunities to significantly in-

crease our faculty in hematology,” Feinstein says. “Because of the resources 

we now have, we can recruit the best people in the country and dramati-

cally increase the breadth and depth of our clinical research.”

 In addition to supporting the Division of Hematology, the gift 

will establish an endowed fund for research of multiple sclerosis to 

be directed by Leslie Weiner, M.D., professor of neurology at the 

Keck School.

 Mrs. Nohl and her husband, Louis, were instrumental in land pur-

chases in Southern California including the Nohl Ranch near Irvine, 

where a freeway exit now helps mark their legacy.

 After her husband passed away, Mrs. Nohl continued her philan-

thropy by donating to many charities around the region. 

 “The thing about Jane was that she was very caring,” says Kelly. 

“The first thing she’d say is, ‘How is your family?’ She’s probably the 

most humorous person I’ve ever met.” 

 Since 1985, Kelly has run Lawrence Kelly & Associates, a money 

management firm based in Pasadena, Calif. A 1964 business school 

graduate of USC, he also spent many years in New York, where he was 

chair of Webster Management.

 “This tremendously generous gift from the estate of Mrs. Nohl will 

build on a rich academic history within the Division of Hematology 

and will position USC/Norris as a premier research institution when it 

comes to hematological diseases,” says Peter Jones, Ph.D., director of 

the USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

New Gifts of $1 Million or More November 1, 2007 – January 16, 2008

Jane Anne Nohl

Larry Kelly

Don Feinstein, M.D.

Between Nov. 1, 2007, and Jan. 16, 

2008, the Keck School of Medicine 

received five new gifts of $1 million 

or more, totaling $77,000,000 in 

private philanthropy to advance the 

school’s priority programs.

DONOR PURPOSE AMOUNT

Jane Anne Nohl Estate USC/Norris: Hematology $60,000,000

Clifton Stewart Estate Diabetes, Cancer $11,000,000

Russell Smith Cardiovascular Chair $2,500,000

Lou & Helene Galen Neurology $2,500,000

W.M. Keck Foundation Stem Cell $1,000,000

TOTAL  $77,000,000

Installation Ceremony Launches New Dean, New Era

A lively jazz trio and a beautiful Southern California afternoon 

set a celebratory tone as some 400 faculty, staff, students and 

friends gathered for the Dec. 4 installation of Carmen Puliafito as 

dean of the Keck School of Medicine of USC.

 Puliafito was introduced by USC President Steven B. Sample, who 

presided over the ceremony.

 “Today is a milestone for the doctors, researchers, students, staff 

and friends of this school who have devoted themselves to practicing 

medicine, pursuing scientific discovery and supporting the healing 

arts,” said Sample. “We needed someone who could bring new energy 

and vitality to every area of the Keck School … someone who could 

take a great school and make it even better. We found that person in 

Dr. Carmen Puliafito.”

 An ophthalmologist with a medical degree from Harvard Uni-

versity and an M.B.A. from the Wharton School of the University 

of Pennsylvania, Puliafito most recently served as director of the 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute and chairman of the Department of 

Ophthalmology of the University of Miami Miller School of Medi-

cine. He is the 22nd dean to oversee USC’s school of medicine since 

it opened in 1885.

 “This school is now poised for a revolutionary transformation, both 

in its aspirations and its structure,” said Puliafito. “We have challenges, 

and those challenges offer tremendous opportunities for all of us.” 

 Highlighting his priorities for the years ahead, Puliafito emphasized 

the importance of creating a clinical environment that fosters collabora-

tive research and patient access to important medical advances. He also 

called for increased recruitment of translational researchers, in addition 

to building support for current investigators.

 In addition to the deanship, Puliafito serves as professor of ophthal-

mology and health management and is the holder of the May S. and 

John Hooval Dean’s Chair in Medicine. 

 He reports directly to C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D., provost and senior 

vice president for Academic Affairs.

 “We believe this heralds a moment of transformation for the Keck 

School,” said Nikias when he announced Puliafito’s appointment in August. 

“The school is poised for extraordinary growth, thanks to the efforts of a 

stellar group of faculty, staff, alumni, and friends and the guidance and sup-

port of the W.M. Keck Foundation. Dr. Puliafito will now take charge as a 

researcher, teacher, clinician, inventor, administrator and fundraiser of sin-

gular quality — able to advance the school to the front ranks of American 

medical schools in terms of research, teaching and patient care.” 

Images left to right: USC President Steven B. Sample unveils a “Captain’s 

Chair” symbolizing Dean Puliafito’s appointment to the May S. and John 

Hooval Dean’s Chair in Medicine; the Dean meets (clockwise from bottom) 

Stephanie Hall, M.D., Robert Splawn, M.D., and Edward Newton, M.D.; 

Dean Puliafito flanked by Radha Sarma, M.D., and Enrique Ostrzega, M.D. 

Photos by Steve Cohn

“ This school is now poised for a revolutionary transformation,  
both in its aspirations and its structure.”  
         – Dean Carmen Puliafito

New Faces on Campus
A new department chair 
and two key staff join Keck 
leadership ranks
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USC continues to celebrate three major gifts 

totaling $79 million, received in the span  

of seven weeks.

 

 USC President Steven B. Sample joined Keck 

School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito in December 

to announce an historic $60 million gift for the 

USC Division of Hematology and the USC/Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center. More recently, the 

Keck School received an $11 million gift from 

the Clifton Stewart Estate and $8 million from 

the W.M. Keck Foundation. 

 The $60 million gift from the estate of Jane 

Anne Nohl  is one of the largest philanthropic do-

nations ever designated to a hematology program 

and the sixth largest gift to the university. It re-

establishes the hematology division as “The Jane 

Anne Nohl Division of Hematology and Center 

for the Study of Blood Diseases” and provides 

for recruitment of three distinguished faculty for 

endowed chairs and three or four new junior fac-

ulty. The gift also establishes two Jane Anne Nohl 

post-doctoral two-year research fellowships and 

provides other programmatic and research support.

 “The USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer 

Center is one of the crown jewels of the Keck 

School of Medicine,” said Puliafito. “We are pro-

foundly grateful for this most generous gift and 

for the promise that it will be used in one of the 

noblest endeavors: the conquest of cancer.”

$79 Million in Seven Weeks

Welcome to this inaugural issue of the 

Keck/USC Dean’s Report, which covers 

the first 100 days of my deanship at the 

Keck School of Medicine of USC. I plan 

to use this communication as a way to 

periodically apprise our faculty and friends 

of our progress. Between reports, I invite 

Message from the dean

Dec. 13— Dean Carmen Puliafito (left) with Nohl estate 
trustee Larry Kelly and USC President Steven B. Sample 
(right), unveiling a symbolic $60 million check. Photo by 
Jon Nalick 

you to visit our Keck School of Medicine 

Web site at www.usc.edu/keck. I am 

excited and inspired to begin a new era 

at the Keck School.

Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A.

$11 Million Clifton stewart Gift 
Funds diabetes, Cancer Work

A friend of the Keck School of Medi-

cine has given a bequest of $11 million. 

In recognizing the donor’s interest in 

diabetes and cancer, the Clifton Stewart 

Diabetes Research Program will be 

created using half the funding.  The 

program initially will recruit three top-

level basic science investigators who will 

enhance the School’s research strengths 

in diabetes and obesity. Remaining gift 

funds will create the Clifton Stewart 

Cancer Research Fund, supporting basic 

and clinical research at the USC/Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

$8 Million Received  

from the Keck Foundation 
USC’s stem cell research program, based  

at the Keck School of Medicine, has 

received $1 million in support from the 

W.M. Keck Foundation.  Also in recent 

weeks, the Keck School received a $7 

million payment from the Foundation in 

fulfillment of their 1999 naming gift of 

$110 million. This year’s payment has been 

placed in a restricted Keck School endow-

ment fund and will be used to support the 

recruitment of basic scientists in the fields 

of neuroscience, stem cell biology and re-

generative medicine, and systems biology.
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Dean Carmen Puliafito named Coreen Rodgers chief operating 

officer effective Dec. 1, filling a new position charged with help-

ing to set and implement strategic plans for the growth and suc-

cess of the Keck School of Medicine.

 Rodgers, who holds a bachelor of science degree in  

accounting from Pepperdine University and an M.B.A.  

from the University of Miami, will work with the dean  

to grow the school. Her priorities are to bolster business  

relationships, finances and the school’s ability to deliver  

top-quality patient care.

 “Ms. Rodgers is an experienced medical administrator who is familiar with 

every aspect of the academic medical environment,” Puliafito said. 

 A certified public accountant, Rodgers served as managing director of the 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, where she directed a $33 million physician 

practice. Additionally, she was director of the Anne Bates Leach Eye Hos-

pital, a specialty hospital with an annual operating budget of $100 million. 

Both organizations are affiliated with the University of Miami Miller School 

of Medicine.

 Her project management experience includes developing a $25 million,  

7.5-acre University of Miami medical campus in Palm Beach County, Florida. 

New Faces on Campus
Coreen Rodgers Named Chief Operating Officer

Jung Begins Post as Microbiology Chair

F ormer Harvard Medical School microbiologist Jae Jung, Ph.D., 

is officially a Trojan now and is on the job full-time as professor 

and chair of the Department of Molecular Microbiology and Immu-

nology at the Keck School of Medicine.

 Considered a pivotal appointment when it was announced in  

August, the recruitment signals a new era for the School’s basic science 

programs, according to Dean Carmen Puliafito. “Dr. Jung will further 

strengthen our basic science departments and the significant contribu-

tions of our faculty in the arena of scientific discovery,” Puliafito said. 

 A professor of microbiology and molecular genetics in Harvard 

Medical School’s tumor virology division, Jung served as chair of the 

New England Regional Primate Research Center. 

He received his bachelor of science degree in food 

science at Seoul National University in his native 

Korea and his doctorate in microbiology from the 

University of California at Davis.

 Jung is regarded as a leading expert in the molecular biology of  

y-herpesviruses and their gene products as they relate to cell biology, 

biochemistry and immunology. He has made a number of seminal ob-

servations, most notably regarding the biochemistry and cell biology of 

oncoproteins encoded by y-herpesviruses. 

Fini Named Senior Associate Dean for Research Advancement

M. Elizabeth “Betty” Fini, Ph.D., has been named to the new 

position of senior associate dean for research advancement at 

the Keck School of Medicine, effective Feb. 29. 

 A molecular cell biologist who worked with Dean Carmen 

Puliafito in Boston and Miami, Fini comes to USC to advance 

the medical school’s research mission. “Working closely with fac-

ulty leaders, Dr. Fini will support the research enterprise through 

new programs for the recruitment and retention of faculty and 

their successful competition for research grants,”   

Puliafito said. “She is an outstanding addition to our leadership  

team and our faculty.”

 As vice chair for research and scientific director of the Evelyn F. and 

William L. McKnight Vision Research Center at the Bascom Palmer Eye 

Institute, Fini worked closely with Pulaifito to build a world-class research 

program, integrating basic science investigation with clinical research. 

 Fini also holds the academic title of professor of cell and neurobiology. 

Her research interests concern the mechanisms of tissue injury, repair and 

regeneration, especially with respect to the eye.

 Fini earned her doctoral degree at Dartmouth College and did post-

doctoral training at Dartmouth Medical School and the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. She founded the Tufts Center for Vision Re-

search at the New England Eye Center of the Tufts University School 

of Medicine. She moved to the University of Miami in 2002. 
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Keck Family Meets the Dean One Step Closer to Stem Cell Facilities Grant

USC is one of 12 California institutions 

moving to the next round of the Cali-

fornia Institute for Regenerative Medicine’s 

(CIRM) Major Facilities Grants application 

process. The grants will provide up to $262 

million to fund facilities for stem cell research, 

making it the single largest grant program that 

CIRM will undertake.

    “Being among one of the select few institutions to 

be considered for part two of the application is 

thrilling,”said Martin Pera, Ph.D., director of USC’s 

Center for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine, 

based at the Keck School of Medicine. “The potential 

funding along with the planned construction of the 

Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medi-

cine and Stem Cell Research at USC will strengthen 

and grow USC’s research capability and capacity.”

 Keck School Dean Carmen Puliafito praised Pera and his faculty 

for moving one step closer to the facilities grant. “This funding will 

enable us to expand our vitally important facilities that are needed 

for stem cell investigation and 

the eventual translation of new 

discoveries to patient care,” 

Puliafito said. “We are proud of 

these scientists who are rapidly 

establishing an impressive stem 

cell research effort.”

     USC is seeking funding 

to establish an institute that would allow USC to carry out stem cell 

research in three categories: basic and discovery stem cell research, 

preclinical research and development, and clinical research. Funding is 

anticipated to range from $25 to $50 million. 

 Part 2 of the CIRM application process will evaluate the technical  

aspects of an applicant’s building program and how the scientific pro-

gram aligns with CIRM’s objective. Recommendations and approval 

for funding are expected in April. To date, USC faculty working at the 

Health Sciences Campus and at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles

have received more than $23.6 million in stem cell grants from CIRM.

 “The new institute will allow investigators to work with scientists and 

clinicians from USC and regional institutions, to develop interdisciplin-

ary collaborative projects and make the most effective use of resources,” 

said Pera.

 CIRM was established when voters passed Proposition 71 in 2004 to 

borrow and spend $3 billion over 10 years to support stem cell research. 

USC is a part of the Southern California Stem Cell Scientific Collabo-

ration (SC3), which is an agreement between six research institutions 

in Southern California to allow members to share training programs, 

scientific core facilities and expertise, and to team up on a wide range  

of research programs. 

Images: (top) Neurons derived from embryonic stem cells, (left) sketch of the 

proposed Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem 

Cell Research at USC, to be built on the Health Sciences Campus.

Martin Pera, Ph.D.

“ This funding will enable us to expand our vitally important 
facilities that are needed for stem cell investigation and the 
eventual translation of new discoveries to patient care.”  
         – Dean Carmen Puliafito

An ambitious schedule of “Meet the Dean” events gave countless members of the Keck School of Medicine family 

an opportunity to meet and welcome Dean Carmen Puliafito, who became dean Nov. 1. During his first 100 days as 

dean, Puliafito attended his first meeting of the Association of American Medical Colleges in Washington, D.C., and 

met with Congressional leaders on Capitol Hill. He attended several Trojan football games, meeting with USC Trust-

ees and friends of the University, as well as alumni and friends of the Keck School. He hosted a dinner of In-N-Out 

Burgers for Keck students and enjoyed several faculty receptions and “conversations over coffee” with staff. Among 

other highlights of the first 100 days, the Salerni Collegium alumni group welcomed Puliafito into membership, and 

the new dean hosted his first meeting of the Keck Board of Overseers.

1Jan. 15— At the Keck Board of Overseers 
meeting, (left to right) Robert A. Day,  
Dean Puliafito, Edward P. Roski, Jr., and  
David Lee, Ph.D., chair. Photo by Don Milici

2 Dec. 6— Dean Puliafito with Keck medi-
cal students (from left) Ashley Prosper, Jason 
Hoellwarth and Christopher Davis at the 
Spirit Day celebration on Pappas Quad.  
Photo by Jon Nalick

3Nov. 29— John Gonzalez, M.D., president 
of Salerni Collegium — a support group of the 
Keck School of Medicine — pins Dean Puliafito 
in recognition of his membership, at a special  
reception in the Edmondson Faculty Center.

4Nov. 6— Dean Puliafito meets with 
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, (34th 
District, Los Angeles), in Washington, D.C. 
Photo by Helen Machado

5Nov. 4— The dean addresses guests at the 
Keck School reception held during the annual 
meeting of the Association of American Medi-
cal Colleges in Washington, D.C.  
Photo by David Scavone

6Oct. 13— Dean Puliafito and his wife,  
Janet Pine, M.D., pose with sons Sam (left) 
and Ben (second from right) at The Doctors of 
USC tailgate party at the Coliseum.  
Photo by Jon Nalick
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Dean Carmen Puliafito named Coreen Rodgers chief operating 

officer effective Dec. 1, filling a new position charged with help-

ing to set and implement strategic plans for the growth and suc-

cess of the Keck School of Medicine.

 Rodgers, who holds a bachelor of science degree in  

accounting from Pepperdine University and an M.B.A.  

from the University of Miami, will work with the dean  

to grow the school. Her priorities are to bolster business  

relationships, finances and the school’s ability to deliver  

top-quality patient care.

 “Ms. Rodgers is an experienced medical administrator who is familiar with 

every aspect of the academic medical environment,” Puliafito said. 

 A certified public accountant, Rodgers served as managing director of the 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, where she directed a $33 million physician 

practice. Additionally, she was director of the Anne Bates Leach Eye Hos-

pital, a specialty hospital with an annual operating budget of $100 million. 

Both organizations are affiliated with the University of Miami Miller School 

of Medicine.

 Her project management experience includes developing a $25 million,  

7.5-acre University of Miami medical campus in Palm Beach County, Florida. 

New Faces on Campus
Coreen Rodgers Named Chief Operating Officer

Jung Begins Post as Microbiology Chair

F ormer Harvard Medical School microbiologist Jae Jung, Ph.D., 

is officially a Trojan now and is on the job full-time as professor 

and chair of the Department of Molecular Microbiology and Immu-

nology at the Keck School of Medicine.

 Considered a pivotal appointment when it was announced in  

August, the recruitment signals a new era for the School’s basic science 

programs, according to Dean Carmen Puliafito. “Dr. Jung will further 

strengthen our basic science departments and the significant contribu-

tions of our faculty in the arena of scientific discovery,” Puliafito said. 

 A professor of microbiology and molecular genetics in Harvard 

Medical School’s tumor virology division, Jung served as chair of the 

New England Regional Primate Research Center. 

He received his bachelor of science degree in food 

science at Seoul National University in his native 

Korea and his doctorate in microbiology from the 

University of California at Davis.

 Jung is regarded as a leading expert in the molecular biology of  

y-herpesviruses and their gene products as they relate to cell biology, 

biochemistry and immunology. He has made a number of seminal ob-

servations, most notably regarding the biochemistry and cell biology of 

oncoproteins encoded by y-herpesviruses. 

Fini Named Senior Associate Dean for Research Advancement

M. Elizabeth “Betty” Fini, Ph.D., has been named to the new 

position of senior associate dean for research advancement at 

the Keck School of Medicine, effective Feb. 29. 

 A molecular cell biologist who worked with Dean Carmen 

Puliafito in Boston and Miami, Fini comes to USC to advance 

the medical school’s research mission. “Working closely with fac-

ulty leaders, Dr. Fini will support the research enterprise through 

new programs for the recruitment and retention of faculty and 

their successful competition for research grants,”   

Puliafito said. “She is an outstanding addition to our leadership  

team and our faculty.”

 As vice chair for research and scientific director of the Evelyn F. and 

William L. McKnight Vision Research Center at the Bascom Palmer Eye 

Institute, Fini worked closely with Pulaifito to build a world-class research 

program, integrating basic science investigation with clinical research. 

 Fini also holds the academic title of professor of cell and neurobiology. 

Her research interests concern the mechanisms of tissue injury, repair and 

regeneration, especially with respect to the eye.

 Fini earned her doctoral degree at Dartmouth College and did post-

doctoral training at Dartmouth Medical School and the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. She founded the Tufts Center for Vision Re-

search at the New England Eye Center of the Tufts University School 

of Medicine. She moved to the University of Miami in 2002. 
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Keck Family Meets the Dean One Step Closer to Stem Cell Facilities Grant

USC is one of 12 California institutions 

moving to the next round of the Cali-

fornia Institute for Regenerative Medicine’s 

(CIRM) Major Facilities Grants application 

process. The grants will provide up to $262 

million to fund facilities for stem cell research, 

making it the single largest grant program that 

CIRM will undertake.

    “Being among one of the select few institutions to 

be considered for part two of the application is 

thrilling,”said Martin Pera, Ph.D., director of USC’s 

Center for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine, 

based at the Keck School of Medicine. “The potential 

funding along with the planned construction of the 

Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medi-

cine and Stem Cell Research at USC will strengthen 

and grow USC’s research capability and capacity.”

 Keck School Dean Carmen Puliafito praised Pera and his faculty 

for moving one step closer to the facilities grant. “This funding will 

enable us to expand our vitally important facilities that are needed 

for stem cell investigation and 

the eventual translation of new 

discoveries to patient care,” 

Puliafito said. “We are proud of 

these scientists who are rapidly 

establishing an impressive stem 

cell research effort.”

     USC is seeking funding 

to establish an institute that would allow USC to carry out stem cell 

research in three categories: basic and discovery stem cell research, 

preclinical research and development, and clinical research. Funding is 

anticipated to range from $25 to $50 million. 

 Part 2 of the CIRM application process will evaluate the technical  

aspects of an applicant’s building program and how the scientific pro-

gram aligns with CIRM’s objective. Recommendations and approval 

for funding are expected in April. To date, USC faculty working at the 

Health Sciences Campus and at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles

have received more than $23.6 million in stem cell grants from CIRM.

 “The new institute will allow investigators to work with scientists and 

clinicians from USC and regional institutions, to develop interdisciplin-

ary collaborative projects and make the most effective use of resources,” 

said Pera.

 CIRM was established when voters passed Proposition 71 in 2004 to 

borrow and spend $3 billion over 10 years to support stem cell research. 

USC is a part of the Southern California Stem Cell Scientific Collabo-

ration (SC3), which is an agreement between six research institutions 

in Southern California to allow members to share training programs, 

scientific core facilities and expertise, and to team up on a wide range  

of research programs. 

Images: (top) Neurons derived from embryonic stem cells, (left) sketch of the 

proposed Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem 

Cell Research at USC, to be built on the Health Sciences Campus.

Martin Pera, Ph.D.

“ This funding will enable us to expand our vitally important 
facilities that are needed for stem cell investigation and the 
eventual translation of new discoveries to patient care.”  
         – Dean Carmen Puliafito
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an opportunity to meet and welcome Dean Carmen Puliafito, who became dean Nov. 1. During his first 100 days as 

dean, Puliafito attended his first meeting of the Association of American Medical Colleges in Washington, D.C., and 

met with Congressional leaders on Capitol Hill. He attended several Trojan football games, meeting with USC Trust-

ees and friends of the University, as well as alumni and friends of the Keck School. He hosted a dinner of In-N-Out 

Burgers for Keck students and enjoyed several faculty receptions and “conversations over coffee” with staff. Among 

other highlights of the first 100 days, the Salerni Collegium alumni group welcomed Puliafito into membership, and 

the new dean hosted his first meeting of the Keck Board of Overseers.
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Dean Carmen Puliafito named Coreen Rodgers chief operating 

officer effective Dec. 1, filling a new position charged with help-

ing to set and implement strategic plans for the growth and suc-

cess of the Keck School of Medicine.

 Rodgers, who holds a bachelor of science degree in  

accounting from Pepperdine University and an M.B.A.  

from the University of Miami, will work with the dean  

to grow the school. Her priorities are to bolster business  

relationships, finances and the school’s ability to deliver  

top-quality patient care.

 “Ms. Rodgers is an experienced medical administrator who is familiar with 

every aspect of the academic medical environment,” Puliafito said. 

 A certified public accountant, Rodgers served as managing director of the 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, where she directed a $33 million physician 

practice. Additionally, she was director of the Anne Bates Leach Eye Hos-

pital, a specialty hospital with an annual operating budget of $100 million. 

Both organizations are affiliated with the University of Miami Miller School 

of Medicine.

 Her project management experience includes developing a $25 million,  

7.5-acre University of Miami medical campus in Palm Beach County, Florida. 
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F ormer Harvard Medical School microbiologist Jae Jung, Ph.D., 

is officially a Trojan now and is on the job full-time as professor 

and chair of the Department of Molecular Microbiology and Immu-

nology at the Keck School of Medicine.

 Considered a pivotal appointment when it was announced in  

August, the recruitment signals a new era for the School’s basic science 

programs, according to Dean Carmen Puliafito. “Dr. Jung will further 

strengthen our basic science departments and the significant contribu-

tions of our faculty in the arena of scientific discovery,” Puliafito said. 

 A professor of microbiology and molecular genetics in Harvard 

Medical School’s tumor virology division, Jung served as chair of the 

New England Regional Primate Research Center. 

He received his bachelor of science degree in food 

science at Seoul National University in his native 

Korea and his doctorate in microbiology from the 

University of California at Davis.

 Jung is regarded as a leading expert in the molecular biology of  

y-herpesviruses and their gene products as they relate to cell biology, 

biochemistry and immunology. He has made a number of seminal ob-

servations, most notably regarding the biochemistry and cell biology of 

oncoproteins encoded by y-herpesviruses. 

Fini Named Senior Associate Dean for Research Advancement

M. Elizabeth “Betty” Fini, Ph.D., has been named to the new 

position of senior associate dean for research advancement at 

the Keck School of Medicine, effective Feb. 29. 

 A molecular cell biologist who worked with Dean Carmen 

Puliafito in Boston and Miami, Fini comes to USC to advance 

the medical school’s research mission. “Working closely with fac-

ulty leaders, Dr. Fini will support the research enterprise through 

new programs for the recruitment and retention of faculty and 

their successful competition for research grants,”   

Puliafito said. “She is an outstanding addition to our leadership  

team and our faculty.”

 As vice chair for research and scientific director of the Evelyn F. and 

William L. McKnight Vision Research Center at the Bascom Palmer Eye 

Institute, Fini worked closely with Pulaifito to build a world-class research 

program, integrating basic science investigation with clinical research. 

 Fini also holds the academic title of professor of cell and neurobiology. 

Her research interests concern the mechanisms of tissue injury, repair and 

regeneration, especially with respect to the eye.

 Fini earned her doctoral degree at Dartmouth College and did post-

doctoral training at Dartmouth Medical School and the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. She founded the Tufts Center for Vision Re-

search at the New England Eye Center of the Tufts University School 

of Medicine. She moved to the University of Miami in 2002. 
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Keck Family Meets the Dean One Step Closer to Stem Cell Facilities Grant

USC is one of 12 California institutions 

moving to the next round of the Cali-

fornia Institute for Regenerative Medicine’s 

(CIRM) Major Facilities Grants application 

process. The grants will provide up to $262 

million to fund facilities for stem cell research, 

making it the single largest grant program that 

CIRM will undertake.

    “Being among one of the select few institutions to 

be considered for part two of the application is 

thrilling,”said Martin Pera, Ph.D., director of USC’s 

Center for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine, 

based at the Keck School of Medicine. “The potential 

funding along with the planned construction of the 

Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medi-

cine and Stem Cell Research at USC will strengthen 

and grow USC’s research capability and capacity.”

 Keck School Dean Carmen Puliafito praised Pera and his faculty 

for moving one step closer to the facilities grant. “This funding will 

enable us to expand our vitally important facilities that are needed 

for stem cell investigation and 

the eventual translation of new 

discoveries to patient care,” 

Puliafito said. “We are proud of 

these scientists who are rapidly 

establishing an impressive stem 

cell research effort.”

     USC is seeking funding 

to establish an institute that would allow USC to carry out stem cell 

research in three categories: basic and discovery stem cell research, 

preclinical research and development, and clinical research. Funding is 

anticipated to range from $25 to $50 million. 

 Part 2 of the CIRM application process will evaluate the technical  

aspects of an applicant’s building program and how the scientific pro-

gram aligns with CIRM’s objective. Recommendations and approval 

for funding are expected in April. To date, USC faculty working at the 

Health Sciences Campus and at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles

have received more than $23.6 million in stem cell grants from CIRM.

 “The new institute will allow investigators to work with scientists and 

clinicians from USC and regional institutions, to develop interdisciplin-

ary collaborative projects and make the most effective use of resources,” 

said Pera.

 CIRM was established when voters passed Proposition 71 in 2004 to 

borrow and spend $3 billion over 10 years to support stem cell research. 

USC is a part of the Southern California Stem Cell Scientific Collabo-

ration (SC3), which is an agreement between six research institutions 

in Southern California to allow members to share training programs, 

scientific core facilities and expertise, and to team up on a wide range  

of research programs. 

Images: (top) Neurons derived from embryonic stem cells, (left) sketch of the 

proposed Eli and Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem 

Cell Research at USC, to be built on the Health Sciences Campus.

Martin Pera, Ph.D.

“ This funding will enable us to expand our vitally important 
facilities that are needed for stem cell investigation and the 
eventual translation of new discoveries to patient care.”  
         – Dean Carmen Puliafito

An ambitious schedule of “Meet the Dean” events gave countless members of the Keck School of Medicine family 

an opportunity to meet and welcome Dean Carmen Puliafito, who became dean Nov. 1. During his first 100 days as 

dean, Puliafito attended his first meeting of the Association of American Medical Colleges in Washington, D.C., and 

met with Congressional leaders on Capitol Hill. He attended several Trojan football games, meeting with USC Trust-

ees and friends of the University, as well as alumni and friends of the Keck School. He hosted a dinner of In-N-Out 

Burgers for Keck students and enjoyed several faculty receptions and “conversations over coffee” with staff. Among 

other highlights of the first 100 days, the Salerni Collegium alumni group welcomed Puliafito into membership, and 

the new dean hosted his first meeting of the Keck Board of Overseers.

1Jan. 15— At the Keck Board of Overseers 
meeting, (left to right) Robert A. Day,  
Dean Puliafito, Edward P. Roski, Jr., and  
David Lee, Ph.D., chair. Photo by Don Milici

2 Dec. 6— Dean Puliafito with Keck medi-
cal students (from left) Ashley Prosper, Jason 
Hoellwarth and Christopher Davis at the 
Spirit Day celebration on Pappas Quad.  
Photo by Jon Nalick

3Nov. 29— John Gonzalez, M.D., president 
of Salerni Collegium — a support group of the 
Keck School of Medicine — pins Dean Puliafito 
in recognition of his membership, at a special  
reception in the Edmondson Faculty Center.

4Nov. 6— Dean Puliafito meets with 
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, (34th 
District, Los Angeles), in Washington, D.C. 
Photo by Helen Machado

5Nov. 4— The dean addresses guests at the 
Keck School reception held during the annual 
meeting of the Association of American Medi-
cal Colleges in Washington, D.C.  
Photo by David Scavone

6Oct. 13— Dean Puliafito and his wife,  
Janet Pine, M.D., pose with sons Sam (left) 
and Ben (second from right) at The Doctors of 
USC tailgate party at the Coliseum.  
Photo by Jon Nalick
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$79 Million in Seven Weeks

 The philanthropic gift was coordinated by Larry Kelly, a 

long-time friend of Mrs. Nohl and her estate trustee. Mrs. 

Nohl passed away earlier this year. She chose USC/Norris 

and the hematology division because of the outstanding 

care given to Kelly by Don Feinstein, M.D., professor of 

medicine at the Keck School. 

     “When I came to Dr. Feinstein after I became ill, he 

really did save my life,” says Kelly. 

    Throughout its 50-year history, USC’s Division  

of Hematology has been recognized for its outstand- 

ing research, patient care and excellence in teaching 

medical students. 

    “He took a look at me and did some tests. Jane knew I 

wasn’t feeling well. She saw me after Dr. Feinstein treated 

me and was amazed. That’s when she decided to direct the 

majority of her charity to the USC/Norris Comprehen-

sive Cancer Center with very specific instructions that she 

wanted it to go to the hematology division for research.”

    Feinstein is a professor of medicine in the Division

of Hematology at the Keck School of Medicine. He re-

ceived his M.D. from Stanford University and served his 

residency at Los Angeles County+USC Medical Center 

and a fellowship at New York University and has been at 

USC for more than 40 years. He is a pioneer in the area 

of blood-related cancer.

continues from page 1

    “This gift provides us with tremendous opportunities to significantly in-

crease our faculty in hematology,” Feinstein says. “Because of the resources 

we now have, we can recruit the best people in the country and dramati-

cally increase the breadth and depth of our clinical research.”

 In addition to supporting the Division of Hematology, the gift 

will establish an endowed fund for research of multiple sclerosis to 

be directed by Leslie Weiner, M.D., professor of neurology at the 

Keck School.

 Mrs. Nohl and her husband, Louis, were instrumental in land pur-

chases in Southern California including the Nohl Ranch near Irvine, 

where a freeway exit now helps mark their legacy.

 After her husband passed away, Mrs. Nohl continued her philan-

thropy by donating to many charities around the region. 

 “The thing about Jane was that she was very caring,” says Kelly. 

“The first thing she’d say is, ‘How is your family?’ She’s probably the 

most humorous person I’ve ever met.” 

 Since 1985, Kelly has run Lawrence Kelly & Associates, a money 

management firm based in Pasadena, Calif. A 1964 business school 

graduate of USC, he also spent many years in New York, where he was 

chair of Webster Management.

 “This tremendously generous gift from the estate of Mrs. Nohl will 

build on a rich academic history within the Division of Hematology 

and will position USC/Norris as a premier research institution when it 

comes to hematological diseases,” says Peter Jones, Ph.D., director of 

the USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

New Gifts of $1 Million or More November 1, 2007 – January 16, 2008

Jane Anne Nohl

Larry Kelly

Don Feinstein, M.D.

Between Nov. 1, 2007, and Jan. 16, 

2008, the Keck School of Medicine 

received five new gifts of $1 million 

or more, totaling $77,000,000 in 

private philanthropy to advance the 

school’s priority programs.

DONOR PURPOSE AMOUNT

Jane Anne Nohl Estate USC/Norris: Hematology $60,000,000

Clifton Stewart Estate Diabetes, Cancer $11,000,000

Russell Smith Cardiovascular Chair $2,500,000

Lou & Helene Galen Neurology $2,500,000

W.M. Keck Foundation Stem Cell $1,000,000

TOTAL  $77,000,000

Installation Ceremony Launches New Dean, New Era

A lively jazz trio and a beautiful Southern California afternoon 

set a celebratory tone as some 400 faculty, staff, students and 

friends gathered for the Dec. 4 installation of Carmen Puliafito as 

dean of the Keck School of Medicine of USC.

 Puliafito was introduced by USC President Steven B. Sample, who 

presided over the ceremony.

 “Today is a milestone for the doctors, researchers, students, staff 

and friends of this school who have devoted themselves to practicing 

medicine, pursuing scientific discovery and supporting the healing 

arts,” said Sample. “We needed someone who could bring new energy 

and vitality to every area of the Keck School … someone who could 

take a great school and make it even better. We found that person in 

Dr. Carmen Puliafito.”

 An ophthalmologist with a medical degree from Harvard Uni-

versity and an M.B.A. from the Wharton School of the University 

of Pennsylvania, Puliafito most recently served as director of the 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute and chairman of the Department of 

Ophthalmology of the University of Miami Miller School of Medi-

cine. He is the 22nd dean to oversee USC’s school of medicine since 

it opened in 1885.

 “This school is now poised for a revolutionary transformation, both 

in its aspirations and its structure,” said Puliafito. “We have challenges, 

and those challenges offer tremendous opportunities for all of us.” 

 Highlighting his priorities for the years ahead, Puliafito emphasized 

the importance of creating a clinical environment that fosters collabora-

tive research and patient access to important medical advances. He also 

called for increased recruitment of translational researchers, in addition 

to building support for current investigators.

 In addition to the deanship, Puliafito serves as professor of ophthal-

mology and health management and is the holder of the May S. and 

John Hooval Dean’s Chair in Medicine. 

 He reports directly to C. L. Max Nikias, Ph.D., provost and senior 

vice president for Academic Affairs.

 “We believe this heralds a moment of transformation for the Keck 

School,” said Nikias when he announced Puliafito’s appointment in August. 

“The school is poised for extraordinary growth, thanks to the efforts of a 

stellar group of faculty, staff, alumni, and friends and the guidance and sup-

port of the W.M. Keck Foundation. Dr. Puliafito will now take charge as a 

researcher, teacher, clinician, inventor, administrator and fundraiser of sin-

gular quality — able to advance the school to the front ranks of American 

medical schools in terms of research, teaching and patient care.” 

Images left to right: USC President Steven B. Sample unveils a “Captain’s 

Chair” symbolizing Dean Puliafito’s appointment to the May S. and John 

Hooval Dean’s Chair in Medicine; the Dean meets (clockwise from bottom) 

Stephanie Hall, M.D., Robert Splawn, M.D., and Edward Newton, M.D.; 

Dean Puliafito flanked by Radha Sarma, M.D., and Enrique Ostrzega, M.D. 

Photos by Steve Cohn

“ This school is now poised for a revolutionary transformation,  
both in its aspirations and its structure.”  
         – Dean Carmen Puliafito

New Faces on Campus
A new department chair 
and two key staff join Keck 
leadership ranks
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USC continues to celebrate three major gifts 

totaling $79 million, received in the span  

of seven weeks.

 

 USC President Steven B. Sample joined Keck 

School Dean Carmen A. Puliafito in December 

to announce an historic $60 million gift for the 

USC Division of Hematology and the USC/Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center. More recently, the 

Keck School received an $11 million gift from 

the Clifton Stewart Estate and $8 million from 

the W.M. Keck Foundation. 

 The $60 million gift from the estate of Jane 

Anne Nohl  is one of the largest philanthropic do-

nations ever designated to a hematology program 

and the sixth largest gift to the university. It re-

establishes the hematology division as “The Jane 

Anne Nohl Division of Hematology and Center 

for the Study of Blood Diseases” and provides 

for recruitment of three distinguished faculty for 

endowed chairs and three or four new junior fac-

ulty. The gift also establishes two Jane Anne Nohl 

post-doctoral two-year research fellowships and 

provides other programmatic and research support.

 “The USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer 

Center is one of the crown jewels of the Keck 

School of Medicine,” said Puliafito. “We are pro-

foundly grateful for this most generous gift and 

for the promise that it will be used in one of the 

noblest endeavors: the conquest of cancer.”

$79 Million in Seven Weeks

Welcome to this inaugural issue of the 

Keck/USC Dean’s Report, which covers 

the first 100 days of my deanship at the 

Keck School of Medicine of USC. I plan 

to use this communication as a way to 

periodically apprise our faculty and friends 

of our progress. Between reports, I invite 

Message from the dean

Dec. 13— Dean Carmen Puliafito (left) with Nohl estate 
trustee Larry Kelly and USC President Steven B. Sample 
(right), unveiling a symbolic $60 million check. Photo by 
Jon Nalick 

you to visit our Keck School of Medicine 

Web site at www.usc.edu/keck. I am 

excited and inspired to begin a new era 

at the Keck School.

Carmen A. Puliafito, M.D., M.B.A.

$11 Million Clifton stewart Gift 
Funds diabetes, Cancer Work

A friend of the Keck School of Medi-

cine has given a bequest of $11 million. 

In recognizing the donor’s interest in 

diabetes and cancer, the Clifton Stewart 

Diabetes Research Program will be 

created using half the funding.  The 

program initially will recruit three top-

level basic science investigators who will 

enhance the School’s research strengths 

in diabetes and obesity. Remaining gift 

funds will create the Clifton Stewart 

Cancer Research Fund, supporting basic 

and clinical research at the USC/Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

$8 Million Received  

from the Keck Foundation 
USC’s stem cell research program, based  

at the Keck School of Medicine, has 

received $1 million in support from the 

W.M. Keck Foundation.  Also in recent 

weeks, the Keck School received a $7 

million payment from the Foundation in 

fulfillment of their 1999 naming gift of 

$110 million. This year’s payment has been 

placed in a restricted Keck School endow-

ment fund and will be used to support the 

recruitment of basic scientists in the fields 

of neuroscience, stem cell biology and re-

generative medicine, and systems biology.
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called for increased recruitment of translational researchers, in addition 

to building support for current investigators.
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